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HIS Sermon in Vindication of the 
Church of England, writ by: the 
| Reverend and Learned Dr. 14 
with that Excellent Temper, A 
* Strength of Argument, that I am o Opi- 
nion you will oblige all moderate Perſons, 
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1.5 # Bees Father in God, RICHARD, 4 
; Archbiſhop of Canterbury, his Grace, Primate and Me- 


tropolitam of all England, and one ＋ his bas ies mo 
 Hononrab Privy Council, &c. 8 Je * 


England (Moſt Reverend Father) have put into my 
Hand this Olive- branch, that is, an Exhortation to 
Holy Obedience, and peaceable Reſolutions, which 
always have been the Crown and Glory of a Chriſtian. For 
when I ponder d with my ſelf how: ſome of the Miniſtry ſtand 
unreſolv d, and that (as I take it) becauſe they do not duly con- 
ſider the Nature of Things Indifferent, and the Duty of a Subject 


to his Sovereign; I muſt confeſs that my Bowels of Compaſſion 
were mov d, and the Fire of Affection was kindled within me. 
And therefore altho many learned and judicious Men have rich- 
ly and plentifully handled this Argument, yet in Commiſeration 


of thoſe my Brethren, I alſo have adventur'd to caſt my poor 


Nite into the Treaſury, hoping that as they walk amongſt the 
- fruitful Trees, they will not diſdain to pull a little Berry from the 


loweft Shrub. The principal Mark I ſhoot at. is to do my En- 
deavour to ſettle the tender and trembling Conſciences of thoſe 
which are not wedded to their own Conceits, but have been 


carry'd away rather of Weakneſs than of Wilfulneſs, that ſuch of | 


them as it ſhall pleaſe the Lord, may be reduc'd ro the Taber- 
nacles of Peace, and follow the Truth in Love. For alas! who 


can but lament to ſee ſo many ſpend their ſhort and precious 
Time in ſuch ſcandalous Proſecution of Civil Contentions, and | | 
ſome of them not altogether unlike to P/ato's Eurbyphro, who | in yo in Eutly- | 
his inconfiderate Courſe went in all haſte to accuſe his own Fa- pro. 

ther? But this Church (God be thanked) never wanted a Socra- | 


zes to encounter and conyince them, and make maniteft to the. 
World that they erred by miſconftruftion and unadviſed Zeal. 
O how much better had it been to have continu'd their Labours 


in the Lord's Vineyard, and by bending their united Forces a- 


ga inſt Babylon, to have fought the Lord's Battles, to the Comfort 
of the Godly, who then might have celebrated their Triumph, 


* | : 5 We their W and deck d their victorious Heads with 


Laurel 


HE Love and Duty which I owe to this Church 4 re 


. Cal. de bell 
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Temonies whereof may aptly de reſembled to the Altar ere d 
by the Tribe of Reuben, Gad, and the half Tribe of Manſſes, © 
upon the Paſſages of Jordin, at which the reſt of che Tribes 

were grievouſſy offended, imagining that it had been for Sacri- 
fice: But when they were truly inform d that it was only for a 
Memorial that they had a Part in the God of 1/-ae/, they were 
well content, they bleſſed God, and Phinehas ſaid, This Day 
toe Percere the Lordi is among us, becauſe you have not done ae: x 
Treſpaſs. In like Manner, ſomè of our Brethren have been offended 


at our Ceremonies, upon an erroneous Imagination of Popery and 


_ Superſtition ; but the Church of E gland hath often manifeſted 
her Innocency, and clear'd her {elf 1 thoſe Imputations. And 
therefore we hope that one Day their Eyes being open d, and 


their Souls Satisfy'd, they will with the Princes of Iſrael bleſs 

Soc, and ſay e Phinehas, This Day we percerve thut the Lord 

it among us, becauſe you have not done this. Treſpaſs For the 
-  - furtherance whereof, I do in all Humility pre 


1 branch unto your Grace, whoſe eminent Wiſdom and godly Care 


in ſuppreſſing Innovations, and preſerving the well ſetled State 
of this flouriſhing Church, is moſt apparent. And therefore as 
God hath directed the Heart of our Jags, oj Sovereign, to eſta- 


- ſeech the Almighty to vouchſafe this Fruitto your Labours; that 
your Grace may ſee the Weak reſolv'd, the Wilful relented, the 


bliſh you the chief Paſtor and Father of our Church, ſo I be- 


Wandring reduced, and all of them returned to the Boſom of 


0 the Church, like che Dove to the Ark, with Leaves of Olive in 


their Mouths, in token that all Gall and Bitterneſs Vlg nk. 


85 | . av e Floods of Diſcord are-afſwag's. - 
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ent this Olive- 
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rl LauielGarlands3- O-minteGriefongirthis to bew elf Sus, N 
Io. to oppoſe themnſelves a facht 4 learned and Tteligious © 
_.. Church, and ſo irreverently to tradyce. that Holy Book of Com- e 
mon Prayer, 4 Work of ſo great and admirable Excellency ? r 
concerning which, I may truly affirm, that it hath bern. 
like an Anatomy, every Vein of it hath been opend; every 
Corner ſearch'd, every Rubrick ranſack d, not a Word but hath 
been weigh'd in the Ballance, not a Syllable but hath been fift- 
ed to the utmoſt; and yet for all this; like to the Bridge of, - 
Y oe 55 Wb the more it is oppugned, the ſtronger i it ſtands. The Ce. 
Gall. li * 


| Joſhua 22. 
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PE 0 
ONCE the Diſſenters from our Church do not only peſter us with 
, their virulent Libels and Pamphlets. (a 5 ure ſign ofa baffl'd Cauſe ) 
Es but Reprint their old ones, as if they had. never been anſwer d 


ibo there is bardly one of them but whats has been anſwer'd an Hun. 
© ' dred times over, and all vg em not many Tears ſince by the London 
* Miniſters in their Caſes) I ithought I might do an acceptable Piece of 
| © Service to the Church, and J hope to the Diſſenters too, by Reprinting 


K bis ſhort and ſuccin Diſcourſe, in-which thou wilt ſind moſt, if not all, 
the material Exceptions made againſt the Church of England bythe old Ft, 
 Nin-conformiſts, J uhſtantially anſwer d, and their Arguments turn d 
upon themſelves, and all this done in the. Spirit q . Meekneſs, He ar- 
gues eloſely and ſtrenuouſiy againſt bis 4d verſaries Nen and ſo- 
lidly refutes their ſeeming Objecl inn. He exborts them as Brethren, 
but upbraideth not.” He uſeth no Bitterneſs nor Euil- ſpeabing, (which 
= rather widen than heal the Wounds of the Chureb) _ lite the good 
= _ Samaritan poxrs.2 Oil and Wine 20 cloſe them wp. He beſeecheth and 
== intreats them in the Name of Chriſt our common .Saviour't9 lay aſide 1 
"F ' their Prejudices, and exborts them paſſionately to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace; and .give., them invincible, Reafons 
4 why they are oblig'd to do ſo, by ſbewing i hem plainly that there if no 
dun rea i our Church but what i, accord ing to St. Paul Irn. 
(on in his Text, decent and orderly, and conſequently nothing finful.; 
8 hs re ba they muſt_be anſwerable for breaking the Peace and Unity 
, . 


- t. | 5 . 1 FVTFTVVVVVVC At 1 1. 
The Aus bor of this Sermon was an eminent and learned Divine of 


= our Chureh, as bis Writings againſt the Papiſts, in Defence of our Or- 
5 ders, will evidently ſhew ; and very well vers d too in the Controverſies 
with the Puritans then, at will appear by this Sermon, and conſequently 
of thoſe with the Piſſenter at this time; for they have added not hing J 


nem to the old Non conformiſts Exceptions, but only dreſs d them up in 
a new Mode, and ſet them. cf with. Railery and ee Hp Reflections, 


by 1 the uſeful Ornamenis of their late Performances) as might eaſily be de- 1 


% 


— 


8 A 


monſtrated from their Witings, were it neetiful or decent ; But ch work - 8 
is fitter for Scavengers than Chriſtian Writers, to whom therefore I. hal 

leave it, and ſhall only give as ſhort accoum as I can of this Treatiſe, 

and then leave thee to-jmage, whether this Author has. nat haft d all the . 
Except iont and Cavils of the Diſſenters ; and that the Church of Eng- 8 
land has juſt reaſon to complain that ſhe has been unjuſtly cenſur d by | 
the Diſſenters, and falſely and malicioufly accus'd by them of being POP. 
piſh and Antichriſtian. 3 8 „ | 
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Page 1. The Aut bor, after a Prayer and gee Wiſhes for the Peofperity of the 
pe Church of England, tells us, that bis Sermon ſhall be divided into Two 
p. 2. General Parts, an Explication and Application. EEE. 
iP In bis Application, he, Firſt, makes a brief Application of the Text: 
And, Secondly, a more ample Application of the Text to the ſtate of the 
Church of England. ieee . 

Before he begins bis ang ee be tells us, Firſt, who ſpace the 

Words, viz, St, Paul. Secondly, to whom, and upon what Occaſi- 

on they were ſpoken and that was to the Corinthians upon their endea- 
vouring to impoſe their Cuſtoms upon other Churches. 

From the Explication of the Words of the Text he makes Five Obſer- 
YatiOns. 5 „ : | | : EA 
3 I. That ſome Things are Neceſſary, and ſome Things Indifferent, and 
| V*-%+ then tells what be means by Things Neceſſary and Things Tadiffezent. 5 

[#4 - Things Neceſlary are ſuch as the Eternal God bath in his Word pre- 
| ciſely and determinately commanded or forbidden, either expreſ- 

. ly, or by infallible Conſequence + 

Things Indifferent are ſuch af the Lord bath not commanded or for- 
bidden, but are contain'd in the Holy Scripture rather e 

Gually, comprehended in general Direionr, not e, 
T7 by particular Determinations ; and then adds,Thoſe th 85 
which God hath neither commanded nor forbidden he hath 

to be diſpos'd by the Law of Man” 
5 II. That Church Governours are the Tren. of what is decent. 
Sec. Obj. Wie muſt take that for decent in Things Indifferent which ſeems decent 

P. 6. in tbe Eye of Publick Authority) They only have Authority to 

1 -: make Church-Orders whom the Lord hath made Church-Gov IS. 

p. 7. . III. That all their Canons muſt be form d according to General Ca- 
Third Obj. ond ef the Holy Seripture, which may aptly be reduc d to the Two in the 
p. 7. Text, Let all Things, c. And then he telle us, ' - — 
. That nothing may be eftabliſh'd which is baſe and heggerl ). . 
p- 7. That Religious Solemnities muſt be perform d with al, with- | Nik 
3 out Vanity, without luxurious Pomp, or meretricious Bravery, 
| That nothing may be eftabliſh*d in ſuperſtitious or idolatrous manner, 
That nothing muſt be eſtabliſh'd contrary to the Seripture, a 
-+ That Things Indifterent muſt be eftabliſh'd as Indifferent, not as ne- 
- ceſfary to Divine Worſhip, to Juſtification or Salvation. 


Firſt Obj. 


7 be Comm of the Cheb nl Dk nd mh. 
That all" Canons muſt be for tbe Common Good,” tt te 
| "TY 2 8 8 


' That even Things In lit ent, "wherein { apparent 7 Dang wor der- 
| That Saen by rt means muſt be avoided. = 7 
That the Church muſt not exceed in Saperfluity f Ceremonie, ; 74 | 8 


"io the Lay. man muſt not be Tafel $0 intrude > banſelf” imo the p. 8. 

Office of a Miniſter. oa 
_ That Inferiour Miniſters muſt not be ſufferd 10 uſurp that which be- . 
long to the Bihop. 
2 IV. bat all that liv in the Boſom of a Church at 
+ Sage fide the Laws of that Church. Under which be the Carl pP. 9, 10. 

- ſi, How Human Laws may be ſaid to bind Confelenct.” p. 10. 
3 herein Priſtian Liberty jo conſiſt, 4 
The Church ( which God bath armed with Authority ) * Io: 1 Fifth Ol. 
= 10 Care that all Ti pings be dune decently - Ana has God bath © 

en to his Church in- all goof not only a Rule for Direction, but a 
od for Correction. And this, ſaith our Aut hor, | is the Judgment; 
4 2 Men, as apes 5 the Praice W rh n Pirld. g. 1. 


o 


- + 4 1 2 * 2 8 
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3 The A enten is | divided into „ De General Paris, ay: - Application. 85 


eclaration, That in the Church of Engin. the rere p. 12. 
| ＋. 5 are eſtabliſp d honeſtly and decently. 
II, 4 Confutation of certain General Exceptions to the contrary... 


5 III. An Exhortation 10 keep the Unity of the Sirit in the” e * * 1 


Peace. 


In the Baan he ſpecks, Iſt. Of the King 7 Supremacy, ard of p. 12. 
calling Convoc tions. 
2dly. Of Miniſters; e, Ale that the Miniſters f England” are p 3 * 


e 4 Fourth bl. E 


OY 


not in popular Parity, but that our Biſhops are endu'd with Power of e 


giving Orders, and the Exerciſe of Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction; an 


that according to the pureſt and Apoſtolical Timer; and proves, it from e 


1 Tim. . 3. and 5. 19, 22. and Tit. 1. 5. 

zdly. / Inferiour Miniſters, their g on W 
Leaning; Ordination, Subſcription ; under which laſt Head: he ſhews 
that our Liturgy and Book of C Confecration were  @pprovd by Oy - 
Bucer. G . 

Athly. Of the Miniſtration; in whhb 1. gives 4 Pink Account of p. 19. 
tbe Liturgy, &cc. and the Reaſon why ſome Che ers out of the e. 
pha are read, and others omitted, No + And then having ome 


virulent Paſſages ont of ſome 0 4 the Writers 5 1 the 2g 8 the | 
eſtabliſhed Liturg y, be proceeds to reduce all t ir rpms Tina one, 
rbe-Brunches whoreof * W in Order, N * 1 


G. Fs - B | " Thoſt 


CT 


mb Sc, Th 15 


o. 20 316 44 the Firſt, "that 55 17 7 59 2 . i EET * 
be anſwerg ia thit Effed. Ide mmanded d they comprebend I bing. 
commanded #1 genera), be proves that our Cerenmonies are fo command- 


A, ; but. 4 particular Conmund be. grants that . 
” ag Py: 1D Ea 2 ace, a Kine lat ** 95 ; 


: 5 81 - fire Contend A 5 5 n l 
Þ 8. II. To the Second, that der Orders and C 

- lick, be e an me to this E ed c N me 
1 1 

Occaſion, ad 
= the Orders 
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2 nn 
8 
. And pet, pet — 


wy vints are obſerv Church of Ry 2 th pw 
"+ 1 the ee by Biſhaps, and the Ceremon oak of f by ing 7 
oſe boſs tht — 2 


| Hands in making 4 Miniſters; and tells em, that t 
©.» Rolick Orders; as fort 2 fo Lay wich Hl Ki _ 


| oF ._-. » Reformation do not themſelyes- bhdwily ad altoruing 
ſtolick Order, yet they did k fit to reſtore it: & Love feaſts 


| were uſed, &c. het nt . — in the Reformed Churches. 
P. 27. III. 10 the Third that our Ceremonies are Popiſh and Antichriſtian 
5 be anſwers, Firſt, t — ome of eur Ceremonies, and amongſt the reſt 
the Crols, were and ſhould it be granted that they wert 
Ky by Popes, it der not therefor follow that they were Popith and 
nt JSP 1tichriſttan, 
p- 28, 29. But, Secondly, FD ſuppoſes that 7 oy deviſed by Papiſts and He- 
| 5 5 — rey yet be proves they may d by us-; for, ſays he, a. or 
_ Opinion, if it be held by an Zerg 4 an dolater, by Antichriſt 
© Devil bimſelf, muſt not be farſaken ; far all Track i is the Teach of of 
God, whereſoever it be found, tho' it he in the Mouth of the Devil. Ne ; 
whatſoever Hereticks, Idolaters, ar any wicked Perfons have done or 
ſaid, but what they have done or ſaid Heretically, Idolatrouſſy, Wick- 
edly. is to be abandowd ſo far as it is Evil: ut whatſoever in their 
Ations is fit or requiſite io he done, i * God, and therefore in that 
| Ke ſpett- nat to be aber. Thirdly, Suppoſe they haue been ahus d in 
Popery:; Mut every Ti bing that has 8 *d in Popery be laid aſide? 
2 t then will become of Churches, Bells, nay of the pit it ſelf ? The 
* Holatraus abuſe of a Thing does not take away the lawful uſe of i it. 
* Papiſts vey to their 4 men not 2 if, S 
. To 


3's, 


3 than they are to füllom ours. Thirdly, N 
1 privdte Criſtian to conform hinſof to the Ede 
— 50 for their making a Schiſm from the Church of 


. © that high 
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And ſet up Altar againſt Altar, but communicated as Members, when 
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like Liberty in with iber. Some Things raff 
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og of | ws England, which, if the 5 2 
will believe their own Mr. Diodat, * is the very 558 0 Balle F Diodat's An- 


all the Churches, Chriſt's own choice Purchaſe, and P eculiar, the San- ſwer to the 


* Auary of the Afflicled, the Arſenal of the Faim-hearted, the Magazine Aſſem 

of the N. 5 the Royal Standard of good Hope, — 4 Church in ag 11. 
bat high State and Pitch of Holineſs and Glory, that on the Theatre 

© of the Univerſal Church ſhe hath hitherto excell'd and outſhin d all 

rg oo e ne Bone 


In the Exhortation he beſtecheth the Non-conformiſts in the Name of 


the Lord Jeſus, to perform all Holy Obedience to God and the Pri Os þ 
aud not 7 diſturb the Peace of hr Church for bare ee de ee 1 


and propoſes to them the Example of their Maſter Calvin, who adviſed p. 4. 


his Friends not to make any Tumult for a thing Indifferent. 

In the next Place he anſwers ſome Objectiont — Seruples, and pro:  — 
ceeds further to ex hort the Miniſters to a Compliance with the 3 of 7 
England, and not to leave their Flocks for ſome Ceremonies and Uſages, 1 
„ ow BY Rags r 3 
I babe om Gly one Thing more to advertiſe thee of, and that is. that 
* afe Jome * towards the latter aj of eee which | 


are not Jo very applicable to our preſent Diſſenters, tho if duh confider'd 
imſel 


may be of uſe to them, Thoſe that our Author applies hi 


to were 


. not ſo far gone as aur Diſſenters nom, they were rather Nou - conformiſts 


Fa 


than formal Schiſmaticks ; for they did not fe eparate from the Church, } 
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EO 710 and communicate . . the 9 2% only. 0 
„ "© with br — if SMT wrote a . thoſe that 

E me Diigo e um it. not t + 
_ RC _- ment again ger ad eu condenm- it they riſen) in falk. 
of England, let n 
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ary hee Trey and, 1 ds 

y reatiſe, 

| confirm thee in it, and enable thee to wer all the Cann 72 
5 he are hem ele che gb Ee 12 

de all T. e 1 gk 
aſfiae a ice art it 
- what this Le Hue 25 


material O 77 and 8. 7 > F 
and return 10 the Chureb of 4s A tender Mother Rrecch. . 


eth out ber Arms to — thee, wil ing nothing fo much ar that N 
Vbo have erred and gene aſtray, ma) f that all ber Children br 
may be of one Mind, and of one "Heart, and together Worſhip ibe = 
Lu in of Holineſs, and become one ald under one Shepherd - 
Teſs . es the great Shepherd ond Biſhep of our Souls, Amen. 
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* hearty Deſi ſire and Prayer is to F 

God the Father of Mercy, that he would 6 ä 
bleſs the Miniſtry of the Eburch of Engla ad, "aa ee 

g that weall being linked in Love as it were with _ = 
Chains of Adamant, might with one Heartand  . * 


i one Hand, Reli joully build the Temple of tage 
| Lord, reverentſy 8 * ro 
* God and the Privie, carefully keep our ſelves. _. 1 


- unſtained of this Toke” World 

' fred" the Flock of ' Jeſus Chil. that dt 

The comfortable Accompliſhment whereof, Who; . 
hinder, let him take Heed, left a feag- . 

fro of Jace ob, come like Water into his 

I ts Bowe 
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The pinſen. | 


To whom, and O 


Rom. 15. 4. 


7 15 eee 


Bowels, ans and li like C ou! into his Bones; but en ſhall pray „ 
Fund- Mercy, and upon 


#falem,- 
th II $1 be lter Go The TIED of which Bleſings-to the Glo- 
of Chil, and the of the Church (Men and NcFIren on 


Ex : 3. 
e 


: a more ample Nl ication Ta * Text to the preſent Eſtate of the 
Church of England, of which Two Points in Order, nor the 

Gog-of-all « grant us #Bleſlings © 

Who ſpake Fit d ſpake theſe \ Words? It is pls = —_ the H 


theſe Words, Apo 


| w 
ſſſe St. And ſing the Holy Men of 1 het 
-T amenity d doubtlefs in the New) 1e oo db by Mita 


1 Motion, but as they were moved hy the Holy Ghoſt: Therefore we may 
CAallOn 


p truly ſay that the Spirit uttered theſe Words by the Mouth of Paul. 
; nas 55 8 3 iy {po _ oe 5 Church of God which is 
0 at Corinth, aud to them that, are je in-Ghrift: 
. what Things ſoever . were written , an ritten for 
Learning, Therefore theſe Things concern not the 1 Chan of 4 
-rinth only, but the Church of England, the Church of Geneva, 
and all the Churches of the 28 Wherefore he chat hath an 


Ear let him hear what the . faith unto the rches. 3 
all Things be done honeſtly 

«whereunto, let us firft 3 * Coherence with that which 
went before, The Holy Ghoſt in this Chapter intteateth of cer- 
tain ſpiritual Gifts and Graces, by many Reaſons advancing the 
Gift of Prophecy above the Gift ot Tongues: Where by the Way 
it muſt be 6 ut that by Prophecying is not meant foretelling 


1, Cor. 14. 3. Things to come, but the Word of ian, 8 and 
1 Conſolation, that is, the Preaching of the Goſpel. —_— of 
which Argument, it pleaſed the Spirit to I 


1 Cor, 14. Points of Church-Government IE the 

paſſim. mance of Prayer, Thanksgiving, 

theſe Three Branches. 1 2 Wea "oh 

v. 27. Church, muſt ſpeak i 0 

v. 29. ſtrange Tougwes there muſt 7 exgreter.: © Poss 

v. 30, 32. which Prophecy, imuft ſpeak ah ee, 3 ler he. 
If onc fitting by have a Revelation, let tbe 


# nmer 2 ., 
and the Spitit of the Prophets po be 1 4 Prophets, 


5 Thirdly, thoſe which publickly perform theſe Duties muſtibe Menz 
in Pio 51 . and hot Women, for Women mujt keep Silence in the Churc ve Nom 


the Spirit having thus as i it were * rinkled "this: Diſcourſe. with 
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5 RealiGaflitatiOiders, procedeth co covert 


10 Jem or — or to the C hure 


to Mere hab ſhrp-re- chu 

ion of the Corint binn, lt. 4 probably olf hunc locum. 
wete ſo far in Love — they would not fuffer Sce Calvinand 
their own-Cuſtoms to be ale in jo Aer but rathet e Caalter upon 


eee vlar-Arroga them Upon 'of this Place, viz. 
though: 1 25 e Rome iche ö A 2 Verle 3. 
nally my lah enerat Dir -coricerning all Church 
2 55 1 up in eh tory na fer! all Thing. be done Wal y 


4. The Words in the Original are tu eee » u rate. The Explicati- 


avon When it is faid mdvriar vnde (Lei all Thin ngs he dane) i it on of the 
zs clear that the doing here ſpoken of, is the ſolemn Performance Word:. 


of Religious Offices in the Face of the Chiireb. And when it is ſaid 
es Things) without any Reſtraint, it is evident that the 
Spirit riſeth — the former Particulars, to a General Conclufi 
e not only Prayer, Thankſgiving, aud Prophecy- 
bizt moreover the Miniſtration of the Holy Sacraments, con- 


gs 
fecration, to Holy Orders, and univerſally the Publick Diſcharge of 


22 Sacred and Reverent Duties: Concerning all Which, the Spi- 
pre ee g r that they de done, Fir(t 5 vo nu, that 18, as u 
would ſay, after a good Faſhion, conſiſting in N 7 Appa- 
rel, and other I required for the du and decent 
Adminiſtration. y muſt have an hone Divtnicy: and a de- 


cent ws they muſt be comely to the Eye, and ee to a 


and #he (a) x Cor. 10. 
of the Church, not 575 Ouft Occaſion of 1700 Scandal WW. 
ol. For if theſe Ends muſt 5 1 Cor. 14. 

be dul reſpected i in Matters of common Life, how much more re- 26. 
verently and religiouſly ſhould they be regarded in the ſolemn (e) 1 Cor. 10. 
Service of Almighty God 2 And as all Things muſt be Decent and 32. 
Honeft before God and Men, ſo it is requited in the Second: Place, 
that all Things: be done according to Order: Which Order, *re- 

ireth Authorlty with godly Wiſdom in-the Publick Dif poſer, and 
earful Obedience with. Gracious Humility in ſuch. a8 Ne ſubject | 


godly ode 0 hat is, the . of (a) God's G 
(b) 


to thoſe Publick Conſtitutieus. 


5. So this Text is a Canon of Canons for all ach Church G- The ge nerd 
vernment, and all Eccleſiaſtical Canons muſt be caſt in this uſe of this 
Monld : Indeed it is a Golden Canon or “ Rule, whereby all Text. 


Chriftiars Churches muſt be Ruled: An ex xquiſite T W Regula eſt ad 


at all Ceremonies muſt be tried: The Beam © Sanctuary quam omnia que 


whereupon all Church Orders and Conſtitutions mb 5. weighed 44 externam 


and balanced : And therefore let us ſearch a little deeper, into Dim ſpe- 


this Golden Mine: For the better Underſtanding whereof, it mul} #4 erigebe 


be obſerved, 5 . Things are neceſſary, and ſome Things in. —_ C 


differ * N | vVINUS ibid. 


6. Neeeſſary 


y MW” oY 15 eng „ 
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a Th 


dE 4 b P74 
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4 Of hinge Neifagid endif. 
| The Firſt ob- 6, Neceſſory I call that hich (he Eternal: God hath in his WD 

| ſerytion. preciſely an determina — forbidden, either ex- 

n knie Nutte ſequence. Iudliſferent, which the Lord 
| 
| 


— 


rY 


not ſo commanded nor totbiaden, Hut is contained in the 
| HFoly Scripture, rather potentially than actually, comprehended in 
(| general Directions, not preciſely defintd by parti Determina- 
=. tions. Whatſoever God hath in his Word . preciſely commanded, 
_ ' ſo far as it is commanded is neceſſary to be done, for the not do- 
2 ing of it is a Sin. Whatſoever hath forbidden, ſo long as 
ll; it is forbidden, is neceſſary to be left undone, for the very doing 
W -___ of it is a Sin. Whatſoever is neither oommanded nor forbidden, 
that (whether ic concern Church or Common - wealch) is left 
=: to the Lord's Vicegerents upon Earth, who: according to the. 
5 c E-xigence of the State, may by their; Diſcretion command it to be 
il Heb. 9. 10. done, or tobe left undone, and both without, Sin. In the Holy 
1 Scripture ſome Things were commanded for a Seaſons» as the Sa- 
crifices of the Law: Forbidding for a Seaſon, as the Meats men- 
tioned in the xi. of Leviticas.: Indifferent fbr a+ Seaſon, as the 
Place of erecting Altars before the; Fabrick of the Tabernacle. 
- Some Things were everlaſtingly commanded, as to fear God, and 
to keep his Commandments: Everlaſtingly forbidden, as all 
Sin and Wickedneſs: Everlaftingly left Indifferent, whereof ma- 
ny Examples might be given, in Meat, Drink, Apparel, and 
| Matters of ſuch out ward Condition and Quality. For ſome Things 
dkäre correſpendent to the Law written in our Heart, that is, the 
Lay of Humane Nature, which oonſidered in the Original Beauty 
— and rightneſs, is the ſame in Subſtance with the Law Moral, 
and theſe are in their own Nature Good and Everlaſtingly to be 
embraced : Some Things are repugnant to it, and theſe are in their 
own Nature- Evil, and everlaſtingly to be abhorred. Some Things 
the ſacred Law of our Nature hath left arbitrary, and theſe are 


— < * 


* 


in themſelves and of their own. Nature indifferent. But it muſt 

be noted that. ſuch Things as the Law of Nature hath left indif- 

ferent, may notwithſtanding become neceſſary. by the Force and 

Vertue of ſome other Commandment Divine; as for Example: 

Leyit. 11. 7. The Eating of Swines Fleſh is_a Thing in its own Nature Indif- 
1 ferent: Yet there was a Neceſſity laid upon the Jews to forbear 
it, becauſe it was forbidden by the Law Ceremonial, which 
Law cœaſing, that Neceſſity ceaſed, and ſo it returned to the Ori- 
ginal Eſtate, and became Indifferent, as in Nature ſo in Uſe. Like- 
wiſe to Drink Wine, or to abſtain from it, is a Thing in Nature 
Indifferent, but being ſanctiſied by the Lord Jeſus to a Sacramental 

| Uſe, it is not in the Power of Man to Cancel or Diſanul the Holy 
Inſtitution of that Heavenly Lawgiver.; And here it muſt be con- 
iidered, that there are ſome comely Rites and decent Orders * 

| | n | 3 
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O Thinps\Neceſſary and Indiſferent. 5 
of we find not preciſe Commandment in the Holy Scripture, which „ 
not withſtanding the Scripture teſtifieth to have been very preciſe- 

ly obſerved by the Apoſtles and Apoſtolical Men; and are of 
lach Nature, that they agree to all Places and Ages: In which te- 

ſpect they may pie reduced to Things neceſſary: Becauſe the 

Holy Ghoſt ſo exquiſitely recording the exact Obſervation of them 

by the Bleſſed Apoſtles, may ſeem to have pointed them out to 
all Poſterity, as a Pattern to be unchangeably follow'd. This is | 
theJudgment of M. Calvin concerning Impoſition of Hands in “Cal. Inſt. lib, 
the Conſecrating to Holy Orders. A 79 (faith he) there be 4. c. 16. 
* extant no certain Precept of  Impoſition of Hands, yet becauſe we ſec 

that it was continually uſed of the Apoſtles, that their ſo exaG Obſer- 

vation ſhould be to us in Place of a Precept. So concerning the Tran- 
lation. of the Sabaoth, from the Saturday to the Lord's Day, it b 

is certain that there is no ſpecial Commandment in Holy Scrip- 

ture; yet becauſe that God hath commanded that the Seventh _ 
Day ſhall be kept F Holy and Glorious to himſelf, and becauſe the f Exod. 20.8. 
Jewiſh Sabaoth was a * Shadow, and in that Reſpe& abrogated. ; as 58. 13. 
and foraſmuch as it was tranſlated in the Apoſtles Time, and that * Col. 2. 16, 
without all doubt F c ſeeing the Scripture doth +R 5 
witneſs that the F Lord's Day was not only renowned with Divine 3 A 4. 5 
Revelations, but alſo obſerved by the * Apoſtles themſelves: And 1 Cor. 16.1.2. 
foraſmuch as it ſtandeth upon ſuch excellent Reaſons, as are Uu: 
verſal for all Places, and perpetual for all Times, being (as it were) . 

ber aid the reverent Conſent of the Chriſtian World ; 

therefore this Practice may be unto us inſtead of a Precept: It 
may be reputed a thing neceſſary, and never to be changed. Now 

to apply theſe Diſtinctions to our preſent Purpoſe, the Religious 

Duties of Which we ſpeak, are the preciſe and everlaſting Com- 
mandments of Jeſus Chriſt, in regard of their Subſtance, as may 

appear, firſt in Preaching and Baptizing : + Go teach all Nations, T Matth. 28. 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 19» 2. 
(and) bebold I am with you always until the end of the World. 1 

am with you my Diſciples and Apoſtles in teaching and bapti- 

zing, Iam with you until the End of the World. But it is a clear 

Caſe, that the Apoſtles did not live until the end of the World; 
therefore the meaning of it is, I am with you, and your Succeſ- 
ſors, the Lawful Miniſters of the Goſpel, until the end of the 
World. Wherefore the Premiſe is perpetual, and conſequently 

the Duty of teaching and baptizing : So in the other Sacrament, 

Do this in Remembrance of me: There is a Commandment for the * Luke 22. 19, 
Celebration of the Lord's Supper ; and when Paul ſpeaketh of 

ſhewing forth the Lord's Death until his + coming ; he declareth + 1 Cor. 11. 
that the former Commandment is perpetual. Wherefore that 26. 

there ſhall be a Miniſtry in the — viſible to teach the Word. 


and 


6 O Things Neceſſaryaud'Indifforent. 
ang to miniſter the Holy Sacraments, is the everlaſting Ordinange 
of Jeſus Chriſt, Notwithſtanding in every one of theſe Branches, 
there is ſomewhat indifferent. That there ſhall be a Miniſtry is-a 


10 9.16. thing neceſſary, and it is f neceſſary that they feed the Flock of 


| Jeſus Chriſt: But whether they ſhall execute their Publick Fun- 


Ron in a white Garment, or a black, God hath neither com- 
manded nor forbidden, he hath left it as a thing indifferent. Like- 


wiſe, to baptize, is the p mow Commandment of Jeſus Chriſt : 
But whether the Water ſhall be in a Font, or a Baſon, whether to 
be applied by dipping or ſprinkling once or:thrice, God hath nei- 
ther commanded, nor forbidden, he hath left it as.a thing indiffe- 
rent. In like manner the Celebration of the Lord's Supper is a 
thing commanded: But whether the Bread ſhall be leavened or 
unleavened, whether it ſhall be baked in a Loaf, or in a Cake, 
round or ſquare, God hath neither commanded nor forbidden, he 
hath left it as a thing indifferent. So in the ſecond Courſe of this 
Matth. 26. Celeſtial Banquet, * the Cup is neceſſary, the Popiſh witholding 
27, 29. whereof is the violating of God's Holy Ordinance, but as M. Cal- 
+ Cal. Inſt. 4. vin faith, + Rubrum analbum nihil refert, that is, the Kind or Co- 
. 43s . Jour of the Wine, be it red or white, is not material to the being 


of the Sacrament. Again, Wine being liquid, muſt needs be in a. 


Cup, or Veſſel: But whether this Cup ſhall be Gold or Silver, 
Wood or Stone, God hath neither commanded nor forbidden, he 
hath left it as a thing indifferent. Wherefore it is a clear Caſe, 
that ſome Things are neceſſary, ſome Things indifferent. Things 
neceſſary, are the weightier Matters of the Law: Things indiffe- 
rent may be well compar'd to Mint and Cummin. Things neceſſa- 
ry are regiſtred in the Tables of the Almighty, that is, in the 
Volumes of Holy Scripture, (for whatſoever is neceſſary for me 
either to believe, or to do, or to leave undone, that I may pleaſe 
God in this Life, and inherit Glory in the Life to come: All that 
* u. Gal. x, 8. is richly contained in Holy Scripture, either directly, or by invin- 
+ Calvin. Inſt, cible Conſequence : ) But Things indifferent are there rather in an 


4. 10. 30. unlimited N than in any diſtinct and particular manner. 
| ar 


1 8 ride Finally Things neceſſary God hath reſerved to himſelf, no Men, no 
. Ire 


Angels have Authority to alter them: But Things indifferent be- 
8 ing of a + variable Nature, are referred to the & Diſcretion of the 


* Heeindiff Church, as may appear by the Words of my Text. Wherein the 


, Spirit ſpeaking to the Churches, willeth all Things to be done af- 
3 34 3 ter a good manner: Not defining what manner, but referring all 


tate poſita.Cat. to the Diſcretion of the Church, ſo Things be ordered in an honeſi 
Inft, 4. 17. 43. and decent manner. 


The Second 7. Secondly, when the Spirit ſaith unto the Churches, Let all 
Obſervation. Things be 3 y, it may be demanded, who ſhall be the Judge of 


Decency ? To me it ſeemeth an honeſt and decent Ceremony, 
| to 


.to kneel at the Holy Communion ; Some others do rather de- 


to order, for God is the God of order, and not of Co 


\ 


Judge of Things Indierent. 7 


lieht to receive * ſitting: And ſome perad venture will prefer + as 
ſending or walking. To me a white Garment ſeemeth come- R 
ly in publick Adminiſtration: Some others rather allow of the Arch. Whir. 
Black. Now in this variety of Opinions, who ſhall be the pag. 396. & 
ö udge? Who ſhall govern an ſway the matter? . Surely, they deinceps. 
whom the Lord hath made Church-governours. If private Men 1 Eccleſ. dif. 


will make publick Orders, and require us to accept of chem, they fol. 19% 
muſt ſhew their Commiſſion: Otherwiſe we muſt take that for & de colore— 


decent in things indifferent, which ſeemeth decent in the eye of 445 a _ 
publick authority. And verily for private Men to range without SS 2 aol 
the compaſs of their calling, and upon their Private Opinions, to % af 7 
controle the publick judgment of the Church, in a matter of de- 7M. 
cency, is in mine Opinion a matter very undecent. Likewiſe, ſee- 

ing the Spirit hath ſaid, Let all things be done by order; therefore 

doubtleſs in the Church of God there muit be an order. But who 

ſhall appoint this order? Shall every Man do what he lift ? that were 

diſorder. Shall private Men make publick Conſtitutions * that were 
againſt good order, Therefore it remaineth that they only have 
authority to make Church-orders, whom the Lord hath made a 
Church-governours. Now in an abſolute Kingdom, as this of 

* England, the King by the Law of God, is the only ſupreme | 
governour of all 4 Perſons and cauſes J Ecclefiaftical and Civil S. Edw. | 
within his own Kingdom. Therefore the King and thoſe which Cook, de jure 
under the King have the regiment of the Church, lawfully com- Resi eccl. 


| rae mh unto them, have lawful Authority to make Church Or- I Rom, 13. *. 
ders. | | 


| | 1. Pet; 2. 
8. Thirdly, though Church-governours may make Church . 7664 
Laws, yet they may not eſtabliſh what they liſt, God hath “ in- _ 


railed their Authority with certain bounds and limits which they Rom. 13. 4. 


may not paſs. All their Canons muſt be framed according to the compared 
general Canons of the Holy Seripture, which may aptly be re- with Exod. 
duced to theſe Two expreſſed in my Text. Let all things be done 22. 20. Levit. 
honeftly and by order: Firſt, honeſtly, that is (as was before de- 24-16. Numb. 
clared) in decent Sort, with Relation to the glory of God, and the 75: 35. Deut. 
edification of the Church, without ſcandal. Secondly, according 13* 5: 18: 


: nfuſion. Now + 
if all things in the Church muſt be done decently, then 1 ME. rae 


| rs 4 - wag dayton | bis vagam 
may be eſtabliſhed which is baſe or beggerly : The C ] wo 
the Chuch though they cannot always be cat, yet they maſt al of effr enemque li- 


E * always centiam, 
be com. . Again, it all things be decent, then religious folem- cf C ut . 
nities muſt be performed with gravity : Magnificent they may be ita Jaguar) cir- 


and ſumptuous, according to circumſtance of Time, Perſon, and cundedit, Cal, 
Place: But always without vanity, without luxurious pomp, or in hunc locum. 


C2 


Mieretricious bravery. If all things muſt be done to the glory of 
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Cantions for Making of Canons. 


God, then nothing may be eſtabliſhed in Superftitious or Idola- 
.trous Manner, for that were. repugnant. to the Glory of his Ma- 

jeſty: Then nothing muſt be eſtabliſhed contrary to the Scrip- 

ture, for that were repugnant to the Glory of his Wiſdom : Then 

Things Indiffeient muſt be eſtabliſned as Indifferent, not as Meri- 
toriouùs or Satisfactory, not as neceſſary to Divine Worſhip, to Ju- 
J Gal. 5. 2. ſtification or Salvation: For this were repugnant. to the Glory 
See Calvin up- of his Grace. It all Things muſt be done to Edification, then 
on that Place. che Ceremonies of the Church muſt not be Dark and Dumb, but 
ſo clearly ſet forth, that every Man may know what they mean, 

and to what Uſe they ſerve, If all Things muſt be done to Edifi- 

cation, then Church-Governours muſt duly intend the Souls 

| | Health of God's People, framing all their Canons: for the com- 
mon Good. To which Purpoſe the Church of Jeſus Chriſt uſeth 
| her Ceremonies, either to Imprint in Mens Minds ſome Reverend 
| * Tertul. de Myſtery ef Religion, as when ſhe appointed Thrice * pouring 
| coron. militis on of Water in Baptiſm, ſignifying the Trinity of the Perſons, 
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gap. 3. or once, to 4 ſigrifie the Unity of the Godhead, or elſe ſome | 
i 3 eg. epiſt. ſanctified Affection, as when we pray kneeling, by the bending T7 
r Primo 45: of the Knee, fignifying the bending of the Heart, or confeſs our 1 
WM ontbus perſenc- Faith ſtanding, to betoken our boldneſs : Or elſe ſhe defireth to | 55 

rum trim ar, kindle Devotion, as when ſhe praiſeth the Lord with the Melody | 5 


in una poteſt Of Muſick: Or to put Men in mind of their Duty, and ſo the 
83 black Garment may admoniſh the Miniſter of Gravity, the 
gularitas de- * white of Purity, The Ornaments of the Univerſity may admo- 
monſtrari. niſh the People to Honour him whom the Church hath Honoured, - 
In ſienum bo- and may put the Miniſter in Mind of his Duty, ſeeing he hath re- 
jy; zeftatis ite. ceived the Enſigns of Learning and Vertue. Finally, even Things 
10 Mp: ol inferior Regard, muſt in their kind tend to Edification. The 
1 a 10. L. cp. very Bells muſt give a certain Sound, that it may appear when 25 
Symbolum imo- they call us to the Church, when they warn us to pray for the 1 

centia & ſan- Sick, when they ſignifie that a Brother or Siſter is departed. Yea 

Fitatis. Z anch. the very Pulpits and Seats muſt be ſo placed, as every Man may 

de op. redemp, conveniently hear : So every Thing 3 to his Nature and 

cap. 16. Degree, muſt be. referred to Edification. If all Things muſt be 
done without Scandal, then nothing which is ſinful may be Eſta- 

bliſhed: For all Sin is of a ſcandalizing Nature; yea even Things 

Indifferent, wherein is apparent Danger of Superſtition or Idolatry, 

are to be removed: For we muſt abſtain from all Appearance of 

Evil, If all Things muſt be done in Order, then Confution by all 

i means mult be avoided, and conſequently the Church muſt not 

_—_— exceed in ſuperfluity of Ceremonies, left Religion it ſelf be over- 
"if ſhadowed C as it were a Grape) with much Abundance of Leaves. 
4 | If all Things muſt be done in Order, then the Lay-man muſt 
1 not be ſuffered to intrude himſelf into the Office of a Miniſter, 
"i | ; | | In 


4 * — 
8 . £ 
- . "= — * Pr 
s <a 6 * 159 . 
a a 


Cautions in making of Canon. 99 


in Miniſtring the Word and Sacraments: Nor the Inferior Mini- 
ſter to uſurp that which belongeth to the Biſhop, but every Man 
mult keep his own Rank, and therein proceed according to 
Order. And that no Marvel, ſeeing the whole Fabrick of the 
World, both the Celeſtial Orbs and the Globe of Elements are 
framed and upholden by Order, The fixed Stars in their Moti- 
ons and Revolutions, keep a moſt firm and i xed Order. The 
Planets, - though compared with the fixed, they may ſeem to 
wander, yet in Truth they obſerve a moſt certain and never 
wandring Order. The Day in opening and cloſing, the Moon in 
waxing and waining, the Sea in ebbing and flowing, have their 
interchangeable Courſe, wherein they continue an unchangeable 
Order. The Stork, Swallow; Turtle, and * Crane, know their ap- Jer. 8. 7. 
pointed time, + and the Cranes do alſo flie in Order. The * Graſ- T Ccero de 
hoppers have no King, yet go they forth all by Bands. The Bees 3 deor. 
are little Creatures, yet they are great obſervers of Order. A- > ſecundo. ; 
mongſt Men in Peace nothing can flouriſh, in Wars nothing can » 327 
proſper without Order. Order proceedeth from the Throne of 
the Almighty, it is the Beauty of Nature, the Ornament of Art. 
the Harmony of the World. Now ſhall all Things be in Order, and 
the Church of God only without Order ? God forbid. The Church + i 
is a + Garden incloſed, and a Garden mult be in Order, The * + can, 4. 12. 
Houle of God, and God's Houſe ſhould be in Order; an + Army * 1 Tim. 3. 13. 
with Banners, and an Army ſhould be Marſhalled in Order. + Caut. 6. 9. 
THI in the Church of God, Let all Things be done honeftly and + 
9. Fourthly, we may obſerve, that as Church-Governours The Fourth” 
% may make Church Laws, ſo all that live in the Boſom of that Obfervation, - 
49 Church, muſt reſpectively obſerve the ſame: For otherwiſe how How 
can all Things be done honeſtly and according to Order? There- - 
fore as the enacting of good Laws, ſo the Obſervation of them 
is & neceſſary. But ſome will demand, what Degree of Neceſſity * 7,mer( fins 
is required, whether Humane Laws do ſo bind the Conſci- ,zjervaru nece/ 
ence, that the not obſerving of them be a Sin? Whereto it ſarfe, de pro- 
may be anſwered, that (to ſpeak properly) God only reigneth bie & juſtiſ lo- 
in the Conſciences of Men, and F Sin is the Tranſgreſſion of the quor, &c. Calv. 
Law, that is, of Law Divine: Nothwithſtanding, when God's Law inft. 4. cap. tos + 
is ſo intwined with Man's Law, that Man's Law cannot be broken /.. 
without the Violation of God's Law, then the Breach of Man's Law T 1 John 3. 3. 
is not without Sin. Therefore if an Eccleſiaſtical Canon be 885 
made of a Matter Lawful, in a Lawful Manner, to a Lawful End, 
by Lawful Authority, according to the General Rules of Scripture, 
containing in it nothing Repugnant to Scripture, nothing contra- . 
xy to Faith or good Manners, then that Law is approved in the * Colligere - 
Sight of the Almighty : And ſeemeth to & Calvin and other Lean: 3 eſt 
7 10 TRE tug a . 
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10 Obſervation of Good Laws Neceſſary, = 
rores (ecclefia- ed Divines, not meerly Humane, but in ſome ſort Divine. And 
ſicas) non eſſe in the Judgment of Bega doth ſo far bind the Conſcience, that 
habendas pro no Man can wilfully tranſgreſs it without Sin. And although 
humants "__ the 

Fionibus quana% the Obſervation of them is not @ Thing Tndifferent, but Neceſſar 
quigem f meat; cauſe the Lord hath ſaid, * Let every Soul bk Subject to t - 
ſins in hoc gene eber N 3 Een £9 
vali mandato, ligber Power, And though the Omiſſion of 4 Ceremony, be in it 
cy liquidam ſelf a ſmall Matter, yet to do it with Reſiſtance of Authority, is 
approbationem uo ſmall Matter, for whoſoever refiſteth Power, refiſteth the Ordi- 
habent quaſi ex nance of God, and they that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves Con- 
ore Chriſti. Cal. demnation: And therefore we niuſt be ſubject for Conſcience ſake. 


in 1 Cor. 14. But here peradventure it will be demanded; how this doth 
inſt. 4. 10. 30. 


e- 4 them to know that Chriſtian Liberty conſiſteth not in breaking of 
oe A 15 1. baptiſtical: But (to touch it ſo far as concerns our preſent 
9 Purpoſe) in theſe Branches following. Firſt we are not tied to 
this or that Pattern, but being within our ſelves a Church, not 
depending upon any other: Our Church-Governours have Libert 
+ Treatiſe of to eſtabliſh whatfoever, (being in it ſelf Indifferent) ſhall to their 
| * Uni. be done honeſtly and in Order. Secondly, this is our Liberty, 
formity, that Things Indifferent being Eſtabliſhed, we retain them not as a 
+ Where itis Part of Divine Worſhip, not as meritorious or ſatisfactory, not 


Command- and Orders ſake. Thirdly, if there ſhall happen any Contempt or 
ment it may Irreverence, they may be altred and changed by Lawful Authori- 


1 1 which may likewiſe * ordain and publiſh ſuch further Cere- 


Rage ies or Rites, as may be moſt for the Advancement of God's Glory, 
7 Ir whi ch and therefore they are not Eſtabliſhed as perpetual, but ſo long 
* 14 hach as in the Eye of publick Judgment they ſhall ſeem convenient 
giren. I. C. and profitable for the Church of Chrift, But ſqme peradven- 


Ib. 1. page ture will reply and ſay: If Things Indifferent be ſuch as God 


152. hath not commanded, why then ſhould the Church ꝗ preſume 
Non enim to impoſe them upon us, and fo abridge our Liberty which God 


jure dicenda hath not abridged? I anſwer, that it is no Preſumption at all, 


lunt aut putan · but the Jawful Uſe of lawful Authority: For Things are either 


da iniqua ho. commanded of the Lord, or forbidden, or left Indifferent. That 
minum conſti- 


3 which God hath certainly commanded, Man may not forbid : 
Auguft, de That which God hath certainly forbidden, Man may not com- 
Civ. D. l. 19, mand or impoſe by any Law. For that in the Judgment of St. 
cap. 21. Auſtin deſerveth not the Name of a * Law which injoins Things 
JuſtumDictum unſawful. Again, if Authority command the ſame Thing which 
eſt quod ju- . God commandeth, or forbid that which he hath forbidden, this 


um eſt. Grat. is not the enacting of a new Law, but a dutiful Declaration and 
diſt. 1. cap. 2. | | „ | 


. 


Things we ſpeak of be Indifferent, yet being lawfully commanded, 


g ſtand with Chriſtian Liberty? For Anſwer whereof, may it pleaſe 
anch. in com- 


wholeſome Laws, (God forbid) that were Fantaſtical and Ana- 


Wiſdom ſeem moſt expedient; always provided, that all Things 


deſtitute of a as neceſſary to Juſtification or Salvation, but only f for Diſcipline 


due 
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and ftandath mith Chriſtian Liberty. 

due execution of God's Law. But thoſe Things which God hath 
neither commanded .nor forbidden, he hath left to be diſpoſed 
by the Law of Man, In which Caſe the Sovereign may com- 


mand his Subject, and the Church her Children; and it is the 


Duty of the Inferiour therein to be obedient. He that denieth 


this, taketh away the Sun out of the World, diſſolveth univerſally 


the Fabrick of Government, overthroweth Families, Corporations, 
Churches, and Kingdoms, and wrappeth all Things in the diſmal 
Darkneſs of Anarchy and Confuſion. And though this be in ſome 
ſort the abridging of thy Liherty, yet it is for the common Good, 
and according to the Rules of Equity, and the Prince or Church 
in ſo commanding thee, doth no further abridge thy Liberty than 
God doth allow them to abridge it. 5 


10. Laſtly, when it is ſaid unto the Churches, Let all Things be The Fifth Ob- 
done, it is plain that this Duty is laid upon the Church to provide ſervation. 


that theſe Things be effectually done; and conſequently, that God 
which gave her this Charge, hath armed her with Authority, She 
may Cenſure Diſobedient Children: God hath given to his Church 
in all Ages, not only a Rule for Direction, but a Rod of Correction: 
This is the Judgment of all learned Men, as eppzars by the Practice 
of the whole Chriſtian World. And thus. much of the Explicati- 
on, and ſo I come to the Application. 


11. Hitherto you have ſeen the Ballance of the Sanctuary: Now The Applica- 
it remaineth that the Canons and Conſtitutions of our own tion. 


Church be weighed and examined in this Ballance. Wherein, 


although I acknowledge that Laws ſolemnly eſtabliſhed do rather 
require Obedience than Diſputation: Yet becauſe the Laws under 
which we live, are ſuch (God be thanked) as need not to ſhun 


the Light : And foraſmuch as many (otherwiſe virtuous and well 
diſpoſed Minds, and ſome of them very Learned and Laborious 
in the Church of Chriſt) while they have travelled in weightier 
Matters, have miſtaken ſome Things of leſſer Moment: There- 


fore give me leave in the Spirit of Meekneſs to inftruct them that 


are contrary minded, which I do not to call the preſent Laws in 
Queſtion, I have no ſuch Meaning, but to quiet and ſettle the un- 
reſolved Conſcience, that we may all perform chearful Obedi- 


ence to God and the Prince. And if any Man thinks that this Diſ- 


courſe were more ſeaſonable in an Aſſembly of Miniſters, let them 


conſider; Firſt, that this famous Auditory is furniſhed with a 


great Number of the Miniſtry : Secondly, that this is the Place 
of Juriſdiction: Thirdly, that the handling of theſe Points is very 

profitable for the People; for the true Knowledge of the Autho- 
rity of the Prince in Things Indifferent, is the very Foundation of 
Chriſtian Obedience. And though I know that the handling of 
theſe Points is very ſubject to cenſure, yet for my. Brethrens ſake 
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12 Proceeding i „ making of Canons. d 


of the Miniſtry, my Heart is turned within me, and my Bowels of 
Compaſſion are rowled together, and therefore 1 am reſolved to 
wade through Honour and Diſhonour, good Report and bad Re- 
port, for the Work's ſake which I covet to perform. Now this 
Application by God's Grace ſfall be divided into Three General Parts. 
Firſt, a Declaration, that in the Church of England the principal 
poly (for the time will not ſuffer me to ſpeak of all) are efta- 
liſh'd, Honeſtly and in Order, Secondly, a Confutation of certain 
General Exceptions to the contrary. Thirdly, an Exhortation to 
keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. And to begin 
with the Declaration; let us firſt declare the Order which our 


- 
— 


Church uſeth in making of Church Orders. 


12. By the ancient Laws of this Realm, this Kingdom of 


Sit Edward ENGLAND i an abſolute Empire and * Monarchy, conſiſting 
Cooke de jure of one Head, which is the King, and of a Body Politick, which 
Reg, Ecclel. Body Politick the Law divideth into Two General Parts, the Cler- 


folio 8. b. & and the Laity. Now the King of England being an abſolute 


vereign, and conſequently by the Law of God ſupream 'Go- 
vernour over all Perſons and Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal, 
within his own Dominions, may by the ancient Prerogative 


I bid. and Laws of England, make an Ecclefiaſtical F Commiſſion, by Ad- 
Act for Uni- vice whereof, or of the 


+ Metropelitan, he may, according to his 
Princely Wiſdom, Ordain and Publiſh ſuch Ceremonits or Kites, 
4 ſhall be moſt for the Advancement of God's Glory, the Edifi- 
cation of his Church, and the due Reverence of Chriſt's holy Myſte- 
ries and Sacraments, And it is further enacted by Authority of 


formity. 


Anno 25. H. * Parliament, that the "Convocation ſhall be afſembled always by 
8. vertue of the King's Writ, and that their Canons ſhall not be put 


in Execution, unleſs they be approved by Foyal Aſſent. Accord- 
ing to which Statute or Act of Parliament, it pleaſed our Graci- 


ln the Rati- ous + Sovereign to direct his Writ to the moſt Reverend Fa- 
8 of the ther in God, the late L. Archbiſhop of Canterbury his Grace, by 
4 nons. 


vertue whereof the Biſhops and others of his Province were ſum- 
moned: And becauſe particular Churches ſnquid not be left De- 
ſtitute, the Miniſters of every Dioceſs had Liberty to chooſe TWO 
Clerks out of their own Body by common Conſent to repreſent 
the reſt, Theſe aſſetnbling at the Place and time appointed, by 
vertue of other his Majeſties Writs directed to the Right Reve- 
rend Father in God, the L. Biſhop of London, then being du- 
ly authorized Preſident of the Convocation, proceeded to Conſultati- 
on, and after long Deliberation, ſet down their Concluſions, 
which being the Contitutions of the Sacred Synod, and the ſame 
preſented to the King, ratified by his Royal Aſſent, confirmed 
by his Highneſs's Letters Patents, under the great Seal of Eng” 
land, and by his Sovereign Authority Publiſhed, — — 
. | | | and 
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Superiority of | Biſhops. = 13 


and enjoined to be diligently obſerved, executed, and equally kept 
by all the Subjects of this Kingdom, have a binding Force, and 


ate in the Nature of a Law, and therefore may be juſtly called the 


King's Eccleſiaſtical Laws, in making whereof the Church of 


England without all Controverſie proceedeth honeſtly and in Order. 
Iz. But to come to Particulars, let us firſt conſider our Mini- 
ſtry, and then our Miniſtration. The Miniſters of England are 
not in popular Parity, but our Biſhops are ad vanced above the reſt 
being indued with Power of giving Orders, and the Exerciſe of 
Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction : And that according to the pureſt and 


Apoſtolical times. * Timothy and + Titus ordained Presbyters, * Tim. 5.22. 


that is, Miniſters of the Goſpel Town by Town, and theſe anſwer + Titus 1. 5. 
to our Paſtors of particular Churches, whoſe Duty is to Minitter 


the Word and Sacraments. Timothy himſelf had the overſight of 


* Epheſus, + 1itus of Creete, not only of the Flocks, but of the * Tim, x. 
Miniſtersalſo: And had Authority both to Miniſter the Word and + 1. * 


Sacraments, which was common to them with all other inferior 
Presbyters, and likewiſe to Exerciſe Eccleſiaſtical & Juriſdiction, + , Tim. 3 


and by Impoſition of Hands to conſecrate to Holy Orders. For 19. 
the better Execution of which Duties, it hath pleaſed Chriſtian 4 1 Tim. 5. 
King's in all Ages, out of their princely Favours, to Grace and Coun- 22. 
tenance Biſhops, and by their Laws, Examples, and Bounties, to 


make them acceptable unto the People, well confidering that the 


deeay of the Authority of Eccleſiaſtical Rulers, and the want of 


yielding to them Reverence, Honour and Fear, is the Cauſe of all 
Evil, as & Chryſoftome well noted, ſaying; He that honoureth the * Homil. 2. in 


Prieſt doth alſo honour God: And he that deſpiſeth the Prieſt, cometh Ep. 2. ad Ti- 
by degrees to this at laſt, that he waxeth contumelious againſt God him- moth. 
ſelf. And as theſe glorious Stars and Angels are to be honoured, ſo 
again they muſt remember the ſaying of 4mbroſe; + Magna ſubli- + Amb. de dig- 
mitas magnam debet habere cautelam, Honor grandis grandiori debet nitate ſacerdot. 
ſollicitudine circumvallari. 5 | Cos cap. 3. 

14. Concerning inferiour Miniſters, the firſt Point to be ponder- 
ed, is their Ordination: For which Purpoſe the Place is fa- 

mouſly known, being either the & Cathedral Church, or the Pariſh * cab. 31. 
Church where the Biſhop reſideth. The time, + Jejunia quatuor + Ibidem. 
temporum, commonly called Ember Weeks, which by the Wiſdom 
of our Church, are conſecrated to a moſt excellent uſe, that all the 

People of the Land ſhould faſt and pray, that the Lord would bleſs 

his Church with learned Miniſters, and ſend forth worthy La- 


bourers into his Harveſt, This is apparent by our Canons and 


Conſtitutions, and ſurely it is an honeſt, a decent, a holy and hea- 
venly Preparation. wh ES WENT OE 

15. After the Preparation, followeth the Examination both of 
Manners and Learning; for the = the Perſon deſirous to * 
| | en1s 
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a learned Miniſtry. 
this holy Calling, muſt exhibit Letters * Teſtimonial under the Seal 
of ſome College, where he before remained, or of Three or Four 
Grave Miniſters, with the Subſcription of other credible Perſons, 
Who have known his Life and Behaviour, by the ſpace of Three 
Years next before : So careful is our Church that this ſhould be 
performed honeſtly and in Order. Pots hrs Ef 


16. Concerning their Learning, our Deſire is, that in every Pa- 
riſh the Word of God might abound like Euphrates, and as For- 
dan, in the time of Harveſt; that the Doctrin of the Goſpel might 
ſhine as the Light, and overflow as Geon in time of Vintage: Plant 

„ (O Lord) we beſeech thee, if it be thy Pleaſure, in every Pariſh a 
learned Miniſter: O Lord let thy Urim and Thummim be with 


thy holy ones, that they may teach Jacob thy Judgments, and I/. 
; 4 in . end + 15 ns Thing to ſpeak 


rael thy Law. But (Belove 
of theſe Things in Speculation, and another when we come to Pra- 
_ Miſe : A Carpenter may contrive in his Head a moſt exact and cu- 


rious Building; but when he comes to the Point he can make it no 


better than his Timber will ſuffer. The Defender of the Admoni- 


T 7. C. lib. 1. tion about Thirty Years ago, avouched that + 2000 ſufficient 


e. 40. vide Preacher: which preach and feed diligently, were hard to be found in 


Arche pag. 140. this Church. Admit this were true, and ſeeing there be in Eng- 


land about 10000 Pariſhes, ſuppoſe that Liberty had been granted 
to this great Reformer, to have reduced the Church. of England 
to his imagined Platform, what would he have done? Should 2000 


Pariſhes have been furniſhed every one with a ſufficient Preacher, 
and 8000 been left forlorn, without publick praying or preaching, 


or reading Divine Service ? Should they have had none, none at 


all, either to Miniſter the Communion, or to Baptiſe their Children? 


This had been rude and barbarous, and the high Way either to 
Atheiſm, or to Paganiſm. Should one Man have had Five Benefi- 
ces? That were contrary to his own Principles, for ſo each Pa- 
riſh ſhould have had but the Fifth Part of a Preacher. Should there 
have been a general Diſſolution of Pariſhes, and Five reduced to 
One? Alas that had been a woful and lamentable Reformation. 
What then remaineth but only that which the Church of England 
approveth, that is, to be ſparing in the former Points, and to ad- 
mit ſome into the Miniſtry of meaner, though tolerable Suffi- 


ciency, till it pleaſe God that our famous Univerſities, which have 


already furniſhed many, may by God's Grace ſend out their cry- 


> ſtal Streams to water the reſt of the Land. And ſurely it were to 
Tons be wiſhed, that ſome greater Encouragement were given to learn- 


ed Men, by encreaſing their Maintenance: For alas, it is noto- 


rioufly known, that many Church Livings have been. ſo pared to 
the quick, that now they are hardly able to yield vital Nourifh- | 


ment, ſo ſharply have they been launced, and loſt their beſt Brood. 
ME ut 


*- Fr 


* T pbe Duty of Patrons. BR 
But God be Bleſſed, who hath put into the Heart of his Majeſty 
a holy Endeavour to cure the Church of this Conſumption : The 
Father of Mercy give a Bleſſing unto it, and the Lord grant that 
the Nobility and Gentry of this Land may follow his Royal Ex- 
ample, and that every one in his Degree may ſet his Heart and * 
Hand to the further building of the Lord's Temple. In the mean | 
time I muſt needs ſay, that there are not a few in the Univerfities, 
Grave, Learned, and Virtuous, CO might be employed abroad, 
but only that ſundry Patrons prefer a Golden Purſe before a Gol- 
f den Wit. Wherein I would to God that ſuch as are endued with 
Y right of preſenting to Spiritual Promotions, would confider what 
2 a an honourable Office is committed unto them, and what excellent 
Service they may perform to the Church of God; and let them 
withal call to mind, what a fearful Account ſuch ſhall one Day 
make, asceaſe not to prefer their private Gain before the publick 
Good, but ſuffer Souls to periſh thro' their negligent Default, or 
ſymoniacal Sin. Two Reaſons' may be rendred for Patronages, 
building the Church and maintaining the Minifter ; in Regard 
whereof, this Honour was granted to the Lord of the Soil in an- 
tient time, that he alone ſhould preſent the Glerk, becauſe he alone 


21 for him. In Remembrance whereof, the Honour deſcend- 
y 


84 to Poſterity: And therefore you which enjoy this Right from 
vour noble Progenitors, as you ſucceed them in Honour, ſo ſuc- 
ceed them in Virtue; and as they have been honourable Foun- 
ders, ſo diſcharge you a good Conſcience, and be faithful Diſpo- 
ſers. And you which poſſeſs the ſame Dignity, tho? not by lineal 
Deſcent, yet by other lawful Intereſt, it is your part. to be good 
Stewards, and warily to diſcharge this Chrittian Duty, according 
to that Truſt which the Church of Chriſt has repoſed in you? 
So Learning ſhall be nourithed, Virtue advanced, Religion flou- 
riſh, and our Two famous Univerſities ſhall be exalted like the 
Cedars in Libanus, and as the Capers Trees upon the Mountains o 
Hermon: They ſhall be fair as the Olive Tree, and ſweet as the 
Roſe : They ſhall be fruitful as the Vine, and like the Terebinth 
ſhall ſtretch forth their Branches to the Glory of God, and Confo- 
lation of his Children. But to return to the preſent State of our 
Church, it cannot be denied, but that God hath bleſſed this Land 
with a great Number of Learned Men above other Nations; yet 
leeing the Number of Pariſhes is exceeding great, we are con- 
1 ſtrain d to tolerate ſome of meaner Sufficiency. And yet the F Law 
3 requireth that every one to be admitted into the Miniſtry, ſhould 
„ underftand the Articles of Religion, not only as they be compen- 
, diouſly ſet down in the Creed, but as they are at large in our 
Book of Articles; neither underſtand them only, but be able to 
prove them ſufficiently out of the Scripture ; And that not in Eng- 


D 2 lik 


＋ Can. 34- 


16 Advice to Unpreaching Miniſters. 
lib only but in Latin alſo. If it be objected, that there have been 
ſundry conſecrared which are not thus qualified: I confefs it may 
be true, and it is a juſt Cauſe of Lamentation: But yet (Beloved); 
this is not the fault of the Law, but of ſuch as trangreſs the Law. 
Now I ſpeak in Defence of the Laws under which 1 live: If an 
whoſoever ſhall tranſgreſs the Laws, let him anſwer for himſelf, 
or bear his own Burthen: That wich is of God I would willingly 
defend, but J am no Patron of any Man's Iniquity : I will con- 
„ clude this Point with the Charge St. Paul giveth to Timothy, and 
I Tim. 5. 21. in him to all other Biſhops: *I teſtiſie before God and the Lord 
| Teſus Chriſt, and the elect. Angels, that thon obſerve theſe Things with- 
out haſtineſs of Judgment, and do nothing after Partiality. 
2 Hands ſuddenly on ns Man, neither be partaker of other Men's 
| HS, „ : | 858 
17. And here let me adviſe thoſe Miniſters which are no 
Preachers, that they ſpend not their time idlely, but endeavour by 
all means to grow in Wiſdom and Grace, leſt they be a Diſgrace 
to that Holy Calling. For there is no doubt but being at their 
Entrance qualified, as the Law requireth, if they ſhall mark what 
they read publickly, if they ſhall delight to read the Bible privately, 
if they ſhall joyn in ſome ſhort and eafie Commentary, if they 
ſhall inform their Judgments by Introductions and Inſtitutions of 
Chriſtian Religion: If they ſhall be willing to learn of ſuch as 
can teach them, and to teach ſuch as ought to learn of them, if they 
ſhall be diligent in Catechiſing, if they {hall delight in Conference, 
and meditate upon the Law of God Day and Night, and withal, 
be devout and fervent in Prayer; there is no doubt I fay, but 
that God may ſo bleſs their Grain of Muſtardſeed, that it may 
+ Can. 36. £10 into a goodly Tree, their ſparkle that it may become a 
* 2 of Flame, their drop that it may riſe into a River, and overflow like 
a preſcript Nilut with her Silver Streams. Bleſs, O Lord, theſe ęraci- 
form of Prayer ous Beginnings and Holy Endeavours, let them not be like the Morn- 
to be uſed in ing Dew that drieth away, but let them grow in Grace, and 
the Church. flouriſh more and more, like the Tree that is planted by the River ; 
T. C. See Side. 1 155 : | 8 
W Whitgg. T. 9. 18. After the Examination is tendered F Subſcription : And 
WP 4899: ſurely to the end that they which ſhould teach other Men Obedi- 
| 3 alſo de- ence, may be good Subjects themſelves, it is expedient that 
gen un they ſubſcribe to the firſt Article, that is, to the Prince's Supre- — 


1 wo; Ve macy. The ſecond Article conſiſteth of Two Branches, the Book 


in ſuch ſort as Of Common Prayer, and the Book of Conſecration. Concern- : 
we have be· ing the firſt, though the Admonition to the Parliament did for- ; 


fore declared. merly fancy a voluntary and extemporal Form of Prayer, as 
r. c. See the Spirit ſhould move a Man, yet the Defender of the Admoniti- 
= Whitg. pag. on agreeth with us, that there ſhould be a * preſeript wr 
05. A 1 WAY 
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firm Order, the Obſervation of which Uniformity both in Prayer 


o 


and Ceremony-was long ago commended BY * Calvin to the Duke * gyuog-ad for- 
of Somerſet, and therefore we are agreed upon this Generality. mulam precum 
But to come to Particulars ; there was ſet out a Book of Common e rituum eccle. 
Prayer, in the beginning of King Edward's Reign, which Alexander ſiaſt: valde pro- 
Aleſius, a learned Man of Scotland, tranſlated into Latin, as a be ut certa lila 
ſingular Comfort for the whole Chriſtian World in thoſe dange- extet qua 
rous Days, and this ſeemeth to be the ſame upon which Martin 3 diſce- 
Bucer gave his learned Cenſure. In the Fifth and Sixth Year of ſua : gn 
King Edward, the former Book was reformed and brought to ſuch {1 4% Peg 
ſingular Perfection, that Archbiſhop Cranmer offered in Queen ,,yy, Ep, 87. 
Mary's time, ſo he might be aſſiſted by a few more learned Men, 9 
to defend it againſt all Comers. And profound Ridley affirmed that 
the whole Divine Service was forined and faſhioned to the true vein of 
Seripture: And Dr. Tailour avouched, that there was ſet out by 
King Edward, the whole Church Service, with great Deliberation and 
Advice of the beſt learned of the Realm, aut hdriged by the whole Parli- 
ament, fully perfected according to the Rules of Chriſtian Religion | 
in every Behalf, that no Chriſtian Conſcience can be any Way offended - i 
with any Thing therein contained. Yea, Calvin himſelf, though he | 
miſliked ſome Things in our Liturgy, yet termed them tolerable: - | 
But I perſuade my ſelf, that F Calvin would not call any thing to- + Cal. EN deb. 
lerable which he judged impious, and therefore I ſuppoſe that in 7, aglicana 
his Judgment there was no Impiety at all: And yet ſome in our 7jeurgia qua- 
Church have refuſed Subſcription even in Regard of thoſe Things lem deſcribitis + 
Z which Calvin thought tolerable. . But to come to the Form of Com- multas eſſe vi- 
þ- mon Prayer, as e eſtabliſhed by Queen Elizabeth: O what deo tolerabiles 
Bleſſings hath the Lord vouchſafed the People of this Land, by means ineptias. 
of that Book? How many Millions of Souls have received Comfort 
by it? how many Thouſands of learned Men have commended and 
defended it? You ſhall hear one for all, even that judicious Fel, Jul. Apol 
in whoſe Opinion it containeth nothing either diſagreeing from ho- Lond, 1591: 
ly Scripture, or misbeſeeming ſober Men. And yet it hath pleaſed pig. 46. &170 
our Gracious Sovereign, that ſome Things ſhould be explained, Frocl. Regis 
that the Publick Form of Prayer might be free not only from Blame Pro uniformi- 
but from Suſpicion: Wherefore our Venerable Convocation, confi- pf.“ * . 
dering how this Book. hath been allow'd by ſuch a World of Wit- . 
neſſes, and publiſhed by the Sovereign Authority of moſt learned 
| and religious Princes, and being perſwaded that it containeth no- 
thing but that which may be tolerated with a good Conſcience : 
and pondering how this Church hath been troubled with turbu- 
lent Spirits, and withal hoping that Subſcription might be a means: 
to preſerve the Peace of the Church, how could they do leſs, than 
commend the Uſe of this Book, and bind all that hereafter ſhall be - - 


admitted either to the Miniſtry, or to any Eccleſiaſtical . % 7. 
is 
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18 Prevention ef Symony and Schiſm. 
+ Calvin. ad by their ſeveral Subſcriptions to approve the ſame? Moreover 
Protect. Ang. becauſe it were intolerable that they which have defired Confecra- 
Anno 15348. tion, and obtain'd it at the Hands of our Reverend Biſhops, -and 
e eg that (as we are conſtantly perſuaded) in fuch Form as is agreeable 
Ar e 0 the bleſſed Word of God, ſhould ſpeak againſt their own Orders, 
rioſis dodlrinis. or againſt that Hand where wich they were conſecrated; therefore 
Ratio autem ex- it is requiſite that they ſhould ſubſcribe to the Second Branch, that 
pedita ad eam is, the Book of Conſecration. And to the end that they which 
rem una eſt fi publickly inſtruct others, ſhould be ſeaſoned themſelves with true 
extet nempe. Religion; and no Gap left open to falſe or curious Doctrines; 
ſumma quædam it is moſt fit that they ſubſcribe to the Third and Laſt, that is, the 
doctrinæ ab om- Book of the Articles of Religion; and this alſo (thoꝰ in more ſe- 
nibus recepta, vere Manner) was + Calvin's Ad vice to the Duke of Somerſet. In 
ee ag all theſe Points the Church of England requireth Subſcription, and 
quantur omnes: 18 therefore ſharply cenſured by her own Children. But they which 
ad quam etiam a re ſuch Admirers of Foreign Churches abroad, let them a little in 
 obſervandam, this very point compare the Church of England with that famous 
omnes epiſcopi Church of Geneva, Firſt the Church of England requireth Sub- 
& parochi jure- ſcription of the Miniſters, and not of the common People : But 
jurando adſtrin- the Church of Geneva urgeth not the Miniſters only, but the K Feo- ©* | 
gantur, ut nemo ple alſo. Secondly, the Church of England requireth this Appro: 
ed mum _— bation, that her Rites are not contrary to the Word of God; but 
3 ni the Church of Geneva will have her Diſcipline received in a more 
(pondeat um high and glorious Manner. Thirdly, the Church of England con- 
doctrina conſen- tenteth her ſelf only with Subſcription, but the Church of Geneva 
ſum ſibi invio- is more Peremptory, requiring a ſolemn f Oath. 2 5 
latum futurum. 19. After Subſcription followeth Conſecration, or Impoſition of 
A civibas pri- Hands, which in the Church of England is performed with ſuch 


mum omnium Words of Wiſdom, and in ſuch Manner, as Fleſh and Blood ſhould 


contendit Cal. not take upon them to controul. 
vin. ut coactus 


a 20. And as our Church is careful to make good Miniſters, ſo 
popules 7 >. the hath a fingular Regard in placing them. ' And becauſe many 
N 1 Patrons in placing their Clerks have golden Gifts in more precious 

0 Account than Gifts of Grace, therefore the Church of England 


CO hath providently appointed an Oath againſt * Symony. And here 
 ciplinam paucis I beſeech all my Brethren of the Miniſtry in the Bowels of Chriſt 
Capitibus com- Jeſus, to make a Conſcience of this Oath, when they enter their 
prehenſam jura- Livings: For how can they expect that God will bleſs their Pro- 
ret. Beza in ceedings, if they ſhall make their Beginnings with Symony, and 
_ vita Calvmi à colour it over with Perjury ? OE ROS ITT 
e 80 ; 21. And as our Church is deſirous that Men may enter their Li- 
N noms vi. vings with a good Conſcience, ſo ſhe is graciouſly provident that 
Þus liceret, ibi. they may diſcharge their Duty when they are entred : Wherefore 
dm, the Law provideth for their Perſonal I Relidence, and in caſe of 


L 
+ Dedit tamen Abſence for a learned Supply. 22. And 


Dominus 20. Julii an. 1537. ut palam pr æeunte publico ſcriba d ſenatu populoque Genevenſi in Chri- 
ftiane religionis ac diſcipline ſimul capita juraretur. ibidem, * Canon 40. F Canon 41, 42, 43,44. 45. 
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5 22+ And foraſmuch as the. Church of God in all Ages bath had 
ſome, which after good and plauſible Beginnings, have notwith-" 
ſtanding proved Firebrands of Schiſm, and founded the Trumpet 


- 


of Sedition, therefore the Oath of Canonical Obedience is a 


Touchſtone to try their preſent Aﬀections, a Bridle to curb their 
future Paſſions, and a gracious Means to preſerve the precious Peace | 


and Unity of the Church. POO” TED 116 44 e 
23. Moieover, the Meſſengers of Peace ſhould not only be peace- 
able, but alſo painful in feeding the Flock of Chrift ; and yet Ser- 


mons heretofore in ſome Places have been very rare and dainty, in- 


ſomuch that Father Latimer in his time compar'd them to Straw- 
berries, which came but once a Year. Wherefore that inftead of 


the Houſe of God, our Church hath decreed, that if the Miniſters 
reſiding upon their Benefices be Preachers, not lawfully hindered, 


19 
ST) 


Strawberry Sermons there might be a more plentiful Proviſion in 


they ſhall preach every * Sabbath, and if they be no Preachers, & canon 45. 


they ſhall procure f Monthly Sermons. CRIT 
Ih Furthermore, becauſe (ſuch is our ſelf- pleaſing Vanity) we 
think 


+ Canon 46. 


our ſelves fit to fly before our Feathers be grown, and ſun- 


dry to avoid the odious Brand of dumb Dogs and idle Shepherds, 


are ready to ſtretch and ſtrain themſelves above their Strength, be- 
ing forward to ſpeak when Silence would better become them; 
therefore it is wiſely enacted, that none ſhall Preach but ſuch as 


are allowed by the * Biſhop of the Dioceſs. In the mean time“ Canon 49. 


they muſt read Homilies, that is, Holy and Learned Sermons, pub- 


lickly ſet out by Authority. Surely (dearly Beloved ) quirking 


Brains may have their Conceits, and wanton Wits may be more 


Merry than Wiſe: But when theſe Things are judiciouſly weighed 


in an equal Ballance, it will be found that the Wiſdom. of the 
Church hath diſpoſed them honeſtly and in Order. 
25. And as our Church deſireth that Doctrine may ſhine like the 


Light of the Lord upon the Holy Candleftick, ſo ſhe is careful that 


the + Converſation of Her Miniſters be ſuch as may adorn the Goſ-+ Canon 73. 


pel of Chriſt. In making of which Canon, the Church of England 


may ſeem to have ſet before her Eyes that Golden Sentence, * Let 


thy Priefts, O Lord, be cloathed with Holineſs, and let thy Saints» pſal. 132.9. 


Rejoice and Sing. | 

26. And as they ſhould be inwardly deck d with Godlineſs and 
Grace, ſo it is enjoin'd, that their outward + Apparel ſhall be ſo- 
ber and grave, every Way correſpondent to their Calling, that all 
Things may be done honeftly and by Order. And thus much of 
the Miniſtry, and ſo I come to our Miniftration.” © © 

27. The beginning of our Church Service is with ſome memo- 


+ Canon 74. 


rable Sentence of Holy Scripture appointed for that Purpoſe, mo- 


ving to Repentance and Prayer, or maguifying the Mercy of God 


in 


_ 


EF Can. 4. 1 5. 


in Chriſt; Then after a Holy Exhortation, all of us. both Mini- 
piſter and People, fall down before the Throne of Grace, conſeſ- 


: ＋ iſa. 57. 15. 


* 
\ 


The Church Service." 


ſing our Sins, with an Humble, Lowly, Penitent and Obedient 
Heart, meekly kneeling upon our Knees : Without. Queſtion (be- 


loved) here is an Holy and Bleſſed Beginning. Now becauſe that 
God which dwelleth in * Eternity, hath reſpect to an Humble and 


Contrite Spirit, and hath appointed the Miniſter to comfort them 


which mourn in Sion, therefore in the next Place, the Miniſter | 


in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, pronounceth Forgiveneſs of Sins to 


all that truly repent and unfeignedly believe his Holy Goſpel. 
This is the Oil of Gladneſs, the Balm of Gilead, the Fountain of 
Grace for the waſhing away of Sins: + O the fountain of the Gar- 
dens, the Well of living Water, and the Springs of Lebanon. And 
leſt any Man having the Pardon of his Sins pronounced, ſhould © 
take Occafion of Carnal Liberty, therefore our Church doth pre- 


ſently apply a Preſervative againſt Preſumption, and a Conſerva- 
tive ot all Grace and Godlineſs, even that zealous and piercing 
Prayer which the Lord Jeſus himſelf hath taught us. And be- 


4 Luke 17. 10. . | 
F Phil, 8. 13. Servants, and muſt * forget that which is behind, and endeavour our 


catiſe when we have done all that we can, we are- + unprofitable 


ſelves unto that which is before ; therefore as though we had yet 
done nothing, we beſeech him to open aur Lips, that our Mouth may 


ſhew forth bis Praiſe, And ſo with Prayer to him which is belt 


able to help us, we give Glory to the bleſſed Trinity ; in all which 
what is there, which can be bettered by the Wit of Man? 


Now for as much as the Mind of Man in Prayer mounteth 


aloft with Eagles Wings, piercing the. Clouds with ardent Affe- 
ction, and pouring out her Plaints in the Boſom of the Al- 


mighty; therefore leſt the vehement Attention which is required 
in Prayer, ſhould be dulled by long Continuance, our Church uſeth 


a profitable Variety, intermingling the reading of Heavenly Wiſ⸗ 


dom; wherein the Soul taſting and ſeeing how good and gracious 


the Lord is, feedeth upon him by Divine Contemplation; and fo 


returneth to Prayer with a greater Inflammation. The Pſalms 
being a Store-houſe of all Godlineſs, Wiſdom and Grace, ſo plain 


to the Simple, ſo profound to the Wiſe, ſo profitable to all 


Sorts, in all Ages, in all Eftates, Joy or Grief, Proſperity or, 


Adverſity, our Church deſireth to make familiar to all Men, and 


thereforè we read them over every Month, ſtill interlacing the 
Hymn of Glory to the Bleſſed Trinity. Then follow Chapters 
of the Old and New Teſtament. intermingled with ſacred Hymns, 


of Maccabees, 
and 3. and 4. 


As the Eovks all in a known Language; ſo God is glorified, and the People edi- 


fied. It is true that to ſome parts of the Apocrypha we give pub- 
lick-Audience in our Church. yet we omit ſome * Books thereof, 


of Laras. and read them not at all; and thoſe Books we read, we read not al- 
7 5 together 


— 
— 
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The Church Service. 


together entirely, but omit ſome + Chapters and Pieces & of Chap. 1 Tab. 3. in 
L + 17 75 ſome aye N t „ of 1 1 2 2 of. 
any Thin rea uch A 
it any g we re as may ſeem to ſound ſuſpiciouſly or c Nw 
er explaind, 
Ce. 
* Keelef. 46. 


the Church doth teach us, binding him to do nothing contrary to 3 


the Book, and proclaiming withal in the Book, that nothing is or- + Preface to 
dained which is not the very pure Word of. God, or evidently grounded the Book of 
upon the ſame ; and therefore his Interpretation being accordingly Common 
performed, ſhould in Reaſon ſatisfie and content us, Further- Prayer. 


doubtfully, we hold it our Duty to make the moſt charitable and 

Chriſtian Conſtruction ; And if we cannot of our ſelves fatisfy our 
ſelves, we are referred for Reſolution of our Doubts to the + — 

of the Dioceſs, of whom what Interpretation is tõ be expect 


more we receive them for Humane Compoſitions, and not for 


Divine; and therefore we read them not & for Confirmation * Aricles 
of Faith, but for Information of Manners ; and yet have I faid no- Amo 1562. 
thing of the Liberty granted by the Preface of the Second Book of Attic. 6. 


Homilies concerning the changing of Chapters. Moreover, 


though ſome Portions of the Canonical concerning + Genealogies, + Gen. 36. 
and ſome other * intricate and myſtical Points be not appointed to & alibi. 

be ſolemnly read in our Church Service, yet we uſually alledge As in Leviji- 
and expound them in Sermons, Neither is it our Meaning d, Canticlesy 
to adyance the Apoctypha which we read, above the Canonical &c. 


which we read not: For all Canonical being the ſacred Oracles 
of God, have incomparable Preheminence of Excellency ; yet 
nothing doth hinder, but that ſomething in it ſelf of far leſſer 
Excellency, may be more familiar for popular Capacity. After 
the Chapter of the New Teſtament, accompanied with a Holy 
Pſalm or Hymn, we all ſtand up boldly profeſſinig our Faith be- 
fore God and Men, in that Form which is moſt anciently receiv'd 
in the Church of Chrift ; For which Purpoſe we uſe ſometimes 
the Creed of Athanaſius, and elſewhere the Creed of the Council 


of Nice, Having thus fed our Minds with Heavenly Meditation 
of the bleſſed Word, and confeſſed our Faith in the Holy Trinity, 
we fall a-freſh to Prayer: We. pray for our Prince, for all the 


States of the Land, for all Gods Children, and that for all Bleſ- 
ſings Spiritual and Temporal ; and we pray only to God, and on- 


fi 
ly in the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt. And becauſe the Life of Man is 
: ſubje& to a Sea of Miſeries, and little do we know what Storm 


may hang over our Heads, and ſuddenly ſurptize either us or any: 
of our Brethren; therefore that God's preſent Wrath may be ap- 
aſed, and future Dangers graciouſly prevented, we humble our 
Souls in the Preſence of God with a moſt devout Litany, which 
of ſanctificd Affections, and to pierce the Skies as it were with 
Darts of Devotion, And after ſome time ſpent in Prayer, we in- 
PR my ramen E termingle 


is ſo pathetically penn'd, that it may ſeem to ſoar aloft with Wins 
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nz Tue Clurch Service. 
ai e termingle again the reading of God's Holy Word: To beat down 


o 


Sin, we reid God's fiery Law, and fearful Commandments, re- 


—  igiouſly beſeeching him to- incline our Hearts to keep his Law. 
Andi to enkindle and encreaſe our Spiritual Joy, we read thoſe 
comfortable and ſeleCted Portions 


And ſo reverently performed in our Church, as is moſt apt to kin- 
aAile Devotion, to enflame Faith, to raiſe up the Mind from earth- 
Iy Cogitations, and to raviſh the Spirit with heavenly Joy: For 

it is repleniſhed with moſt zealous Exhortations, lowly Confeſſi- 
ons, piercing Prayers, celeſtial Comforts, angelical lauding and 
pPlraiſing of God: And not preſuming to come to the Lord's Ta- 
great Mercies, we beſeech him to grant that we may ſo eat the 

Fleſh of his dear Son, and drink his Blood, that our Bodies being 
cleanſed and our Souls waſhed, we may ever dwell in him, and he 

in us. And though we are not worthy of our ſelves, ſo much as 

--,..* to gather up the Crumbs under his Table, yet after the rehear- 
_ -  falof Chriſt's Holy Inſtitution (ſuch is the Mercy of God, in the 


-. * Merits. of Chriſt) we are made Partakers of this heavenly Ban- 
duet, even of the precious Body and Blood of Chriſt, for the For- 


Fgiveneſs of our Sins, and all other Benefits of his Paſſion. So 
again pouring our Prayers, and rendring Thanks and Glory to 
God on high, we conclude the Celebration of theſe reverend My- 
ſeries, pronouncing a Bleſſing to the People departing. Thus we 
repent and pray; we rejoice and pray; we thank God and Pray; 
we Confeſs our Faith and pray; we read and Pray; we hear and 
pray; we Preach and pray; we receive the Sacraments and pray. 
This is the Order of our Church, which may well b: called the 
* Gon, 28 Houſe of Prayer. Jacob when he awaked fiom the Dream of the 
2017» Ladder, he ſaid, * How reverend is this Place, it is none other than 
the Houſe of God, and the Coo Heaven. So I fay unto you, Oh 
how reyerend is this Church of England, where 


him is the Gate of Heaven. And thus much of the Declaration, 
The Confuta- and now I come to the Confutation. „F*** 1 
Gs 28. As Jacob loved Joſeph above the reſt of his Children, and 
. in token thereof made him a Party- colourꝭd Coat; fo God hath 
loved the Church of Eugland above many other Churches: He 

hath deck d and adorn'd her with ſundry Gifts and Graces : So 

that ſhe'is like to a King's Daughter in a beautiful Garment” of 

changeable Colours. Of Joſeph it is ſaid, that The (a) Archers 

en 49.23. pt a# him, and thoſe Archers were his Brethren :. So of the 
Church of England it may be ſaid, that Archers ſhot at ber, 

and ſome of them were her. own Children. O merciful God. 


a | Scripture called Epiſtles and 
, Goſpels. Now for the Holy Communion, it is ſo religiouſly penn d, 


ble, truſting in our own Righteoſneſs, but in his manifold aud 


| a1 is thus ſerv- | 
ed! Surely it is the Houſe of God, and this gracious ſerving of 


who 
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who would imagine that Men Born and Bred in ſo Holy 4 church (b) See the 
| ſhould ſhoot ſo many venemous Arrows at their own Mother? Anſwer of Or. 


Baal, Idol Synagogues, abominable Sties. But I hope, my Brethren Arch, 
of the Miniſtry, for whoſe Love I have undertaken this Labour; p. 494. 
are fer the moſt part more judicious, and of a milder Teniper: Vet (0) ib. 2 


nies of our Church. Theſe fiery Darts fly far and wide; the Peo- 


Mues. 


* 


triciou : Our leading of the Pſalms, the (e) taſſeng of Tennis Ball; : tition. 
Our brief and piercing Prayers, (d) Cuts and Shreds : Our Choice (-\Admogition 
of the Epiſtles and ' Goſpels, the cutting and (e) mangling of the Whit reh. 
Seripture: The reading of Service and Homilies, worſe than a (% T. 6. 507 
(f) Stage Play: Yea our uſing of the (g) Litany, the (0) Nicene Aich. Whit. 
Creed, the (i) Hymn of Glory, the Creed of ( Athenaſius, the pag. 494. 


Some in their fiery Zeal have called our Church- Muſick (b) mere- Jord to the pe- 


_ 


(1) Evangelical Hymns, and the (n) Lord's Prayer it ſelf hath (e) Ib, P. 474. 
not eſcaped their Cenſure. What a World are we grown unto, (f) A view cf 
when (i) Thankſgiving after Child, birth, (o) kneeling at the Com- Popiſh Abuſcs 
munion, (h) reading the Holy Scripture, and () Funeral Sermons, ſemaining. 
are made Matters of Reproach? Yea the whole Communion Book cher Arch. 
ſome are {aid to call an Idol, a Portuis, a piece of Smines"Fleſh ; . P. 798. 


Yea the very Temples of God they are ſaid to. term Temples of - 44" Ig 


Whit, 


89. 
becauſe divers of them ſtand as yet unreſolved, imagining that we (i) T. C 
come nearer to the Church of Rome, than in Duty we ſhould, Arch. Whit. 
and therefore in the Tenderneſs of their Conſcience, make Scruple pag. 495. 
whether they may ſafely join with us or no; therefore I will bend ( Ibidem, 
my ſelf to anſwer thoſe Arguments, which in mine Opinion do 
molt commonly intangle them ; that is, certain general Excepti- 


Arch, Whit. 
ons which are univerſally o opoſed againſt the Orders and Ceremo- 


48. . 
e ee 

4 nw 
ple, Men and Women, have learn d diſdainfully to daſ them in Humble Petite 
our Faces: Theſe I hold it my Duty to quench, or at leaſt to do on, and Arch, 
mine Endeavour ; 1 will therefore. bring my Bucket of Water, Whir, p. 80g. 
and commit the Event to the gracious Goodneſs of Almighty God. (7) Admon. gg 
And for brevity's ſake I will reduce all theſe Arguments into one, I. C. vide 
the Branches whereof ſhall be handled in Order. Thoſe Orders Al ch. Whit. 
and Ceremonies which were neither con manded of God in Holy ©* 282 
Scripture, nor practiſed in the Apoſtles Times, but are Heretical, (-) Admon, ex 


* and Antichriftian, being ſcandalous where they remain. Wr 
an 6 


therefore caſt out of other reformed Churches, are in no wite (p)Admon-vid. | 


to be embraced or aſſented unto by Subſcription : But ſuch, ſay Arch. Whit. - 


they, ate ſundry of the Orders and Ceremonies of the Church of pag. $68; 
England, therefore not to be embraced nor yielded unto by Sub- C4) Admon. 


ſeription. owe 35 vide Arch. 
29. And firſt they * require that nothing ſhould be placed in Whit. p. 727. 
God's Church, but thoſe Things only which the Lord himſelf in bis Mord, 449m in 
commandeth. Now it is ſuppoſed that we have many Rites, which Lg, =o | 
are not commanded, as for Example, where is the Surplice com- Objection. 
E 2 manded ? | 
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l Of Rites not Commanded. 
manded 2 Where is the Ring in Marriage commanded? Where 
is the Croſs in Baptiſm commanded ?. Where is kneeling at the 
Communion commanded ? Theſe and a Number of other Things 
are uſed in our Church, which (as it js objected) God in 
| his Holy Word hath no where commanded. To which Ob- 
jection I anſwer: . Firſt, that if under this Word (commanded ) 
they comprehend Things commanded in General, not Particularly, 
then theſe and the like Orders of our Church are commanded. If 
they demand where? I anſwer, in every Place where God Com- 
mands us to obey our Prince. For the meaning of God's Com- 
. mandments is, that we ſhould obey the Prince in all Things law- 
1 Cor. 10. ful: But Things * Indifferent, are Things lawful: Therefore God 
23. commands us to obey our Prince in Things Indifferent: But all 
| theſe Things are Indifferent : And therefore in all theſe God com- 
5 mands us to obey our Prince: Yea, even in this my Text it is 
od commanded, when it is ſaid ; Let all Things be done honeſtly and 
50 by Order. Secondly, if by (commanded) they underſtand a parti- 
cular Command; then I grant that theſe Things are not ſo com- 
manded : But neither are their own Rites; they ſo much delire, 
any where thus commanded. A white Surplice (I confeſs) is 
no where commanded ; neither is a black Gown, or Cloak any 
Where commanded : Kneeling at the Communion is no where 
commanded ; but neither is fittingor any other Geſture which 
they allow, any where commanded. If our Orders may not be 
received, becauſe they are not commanded, then neither can | d 
theirs be imbraced, for they are no where commanded. If theirs | | 
be not commanded, and yet be lawful ; then ours alſo may be 
lawful, though they be not commanded. Let themſelves be 
Judges, let them acquit us or condemn us, chuſe them whether. 
Thirdly, as they are not commanded, ſo are they no where 
in Holy Scripture forbidden, either directly or by Conſequence: 
If they be, let the Places be produced; if they be not, then ſee- 
ing they are neither commanded nor forbidden, the Lord hath 
left them as Things Indifferent; ind therefore Authority may com- 
mand them, and we may with a good Conſcience obſerve them 
Wu.ithout Sin. Fourthly, it ſhall be convinced by Example; and g 
+ Heſter 9. firſt, what ſpecial Commandment of God was there for | Purim, - { 
21. which Mardochens injoined, * Heſter ſet forward, and the * Fews „ 
* 290 eſtabliſhed for all Generations? Was the Inſtitution Divine or k 
T 23-27- Eccleſiaſtical? If meerly Divine, let it ſo appear by Divine | 
| Authority: If Eccleſiaſtical, then I inquire, whether it was F 
lawful, or unlawful? If lawful: for the Jewiſh Church, why | 
not for the Chriſtian? If it be ſaid that the Fewiſh Church was 3 
directed by the Spirit, it is true: And unleſs the contrary could be 
be proved, why ſhould we not judge the like of the Candies 
8 12 urch, 
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= e Of Rites not C ommanded e S9 
hurch; which hath more _—_ Promiſes? If it be faid that 7 Eſther 9. 29 
Heſter and Mardocheur did it by ſpecial and extraordinary Directi- 19 © 
ons; they muſt conſider that we muſt not fly to extraordinary, . b. 16. 
Motions without ſufficient Warrant of Holy Scripture. And this _. Fog *. 
ſeemeth to be done by the ordinary Power of the Church: For 4 ct e 
the Jews in Shuſhan kept the j Fifteenth Day of the Month Adar ., 
e 


with Feaſting and Joy: The Jews of the Villages kept the * Four- * John 10. 22, 


teenth, and Mardocheus brought them to an Uniformity by in- 23. 
joining of both + Days. Afterward the Jews by reaſon of another (a) Bullenger 
Deliverance added the * Thirteenth Day, changing it from Faſt- EP: 1 29. inter | 
ing and Mourning, to Feaſting and Joy; and the like they did 1 Mndg - 6 
commonly upon the Ike Occation. If any imagine it to be un- wa 15 ar 
lawful (tho that Imagination were very ſtrange) let him caſt his g, 3 — pſy 8 | 
Eye upon another Example, I mean the Feaſt of the Dedication, Hande ies -| 
which was no where commanded in the Law, yet was ſolemnly their Obſerva- | 
+ obſerved, and** Chriſt himſelf may ſeem to have approved it by tion upon the 
his Preſence. But to leave .theſe Jewiſh Feſtivals, and to come to Har, J. 16. ad 
the Chritiian. Are there not many which were inſtituted in the 50). Obſer. f. 
Primitive Church, and ever ſince continued in the Church of (c) Priuſquam 
Chritt 2 The Feaſt of the Nativity is no where commanded in em una: 
Scripture, yet hath been allowed by the Genera! Conſent of all eederer, nde 
Chriſtian Nations. Some (a) Reform:d Churches have laid a- ping ley | 
way thoſe Feltivals, which bear the Name of Saints: Yet (%) Taro 
they which uſe them not themſelves, excuſethe Uſe of them in the Calv. xp, 118. 
Church of England. The Church of (e) Geneva, at the coming (4) purelt) M 
fog. wats (d) Farell & 
of Calvin, obterved no Holidays, but the Sabbath only, for ſo it Virero hoc nile 
pleaſed (d) Farellus' and Viretus to appoint, ' The ſame Decree, vhm fuerat. 
which baniſhed (e) Farellus and Calvin, brought in other Holi- Ibid. . 
days: And Calvin at his return from Baniſhment ſought a (F) (e) Que apud 
middle Courſe, which was, that the Feaſt of the Nativity ſhould 9% celebrantur.. 
be celebrated, and as for other Holidays, there ſhould be Solemn ede plebeſcito 
Prayers in the Forenoon, and the People ſhould return' to their La- Ts 4 £000 
bour in the Afternoon. This proving inconvenient, they were fame expulſ,” 
; all again abrogated, except the Sabbath: only: Calvin (g) proteſt- Ciloin. Ep. 118. 
ing that he was not the Cauſe thereof, yet not () mifliking it be- () tvidem.- 
ing done. (i) Other Reformed Churches uſed ſome more (g /Ego ſancte te- 
ſome fewer, according to their Chriſtian Liberty. Wherefore it Hari poſſum me 
, is clear, that the Church in all Ages hath uſed Authority in Things inſcio ac ne op- 
Indifterent : And the Cutioms and Conſtitutions of the Church, fanre quidem 
which are not repugnant to the Word of God, have been gene- Lane rem fuiſſe 
rally approv'd although no where commanded. Laſtly, tho the *74atam. . 
Admonition would have nothing placed in the Church, but that ws ge: id 
which is commanded in the ſacred Word, and grounded upon this 92 75 fone 15 
Aſſertion, as upon an Oracle : Yet the (Y Defender of the Ad- %%, , 


. 2 . . . in / „ | 
monition was forced (ſuch is the Light of Truth) to forſake Bis W 
15 | | ; | Friends yon moleſtè fero. 
ibid. 12. (i) Bullinger Ep. 129. inter Epiſt. Cal, (kJ) T. C. lib. 1. pag. 27. & 31. 


. w 
1 Y 9 : a 
: 1 — — : BI WEEN — — N 
— (—— — — — — — — - 
— — — —B — _ EEE ESL 
— L „r @ OI OO. 4 — — — 4 4 - — 3 * =” FY 1 — E 


n 


CR — — 
— — —-—-— —ᷣ— — 


1 


. 


* 
— v—— . Eo ERC 


5 
r 
1 
i 

> 
L 4 
1. 
— * 
5 
. 
5 
128 
8 
2 
2 
$2) 


— » 
II. = I. 


* 
A =» anaet Bora 
— 


— — —ͤ —— ana 


— —R8 —-—-¼ — 4 - — RS - = 
: "2 — — — ͤ eB r 
- —— — . ˙— EEE ono Iu een Ton — 


p * 


5.3 
. 


— — „ PP ERIE 0 T 
Fre Bt 
* - ro 7 1 
© - 


. 7 


bi 
\ 


Or. c. lis. 3. Friends the Admonitioners, and to confeſs the, plain contradiftory = 


A very dange- their Poſition to be apparently true. 


* 30. Secondly, our Oppoſites do glance at us as though the Or- 
8 a ders and Ceremonies of our Chuch were not (a) Apaſtolick. To 
Sr” or bo- Which I anſwer, thoſe Apoſtolick times we Honour and Reverence 


ney of the not only for Doctrine, which then did run moſt clear, as being 
Church upon neareſt to the cryſtalline Fountain, but alſo for Diſcipline, ſo far 
Men at all, as the State of thoſe Days could poſſibly ſuffer. But though the 
which indeed Doctrine of the Apoſtles be fully ſet down in the Apoſtles Wri- 
ought to have tings, yet the Diſcipline is not ſo. The Reaſon whereof is, becauſe 
their Standing the Doctrine is one and the ſame, eternal and unchangeable, and 


upon the 


2 3 therefore it is called an (0) Everlalting e : But the Diſcipline 
ger ache Leſpecially the Ceremonies ) is for the mott part variable, accord- 
Apoſſies, Gyr ing to the Circumſtance of Time and Place. Therefore the whole 

(b) Rev. 14-6. Doctrine is purpoſely and plentifully; the Diſcipline only in part, 

(c) Acceſſimus by Occaſion, and ſparingly deliver d in Holy Scripture:. And 

quantum maxi» conſequently, what the Orders Apoftolick. were, cannot be fully 
me potuirmus ad known by the Apoſtolick Writings :: And yet of thoſe which are 
ecclefiam Apo- known, the grand and main Points are obſerved (c) in the Church 
ftolorum, Cc. of England: As namely, among other, the Government by Bi- 
Nec tantum do- ſliops, and the Ceremony of laying on of Hands in making of 
N noſtram Miniſters. Moreover, thoſe that call for Reformation, do not 
JOE 4 themſelves abſolutely and altogether embrace the Apoſtolick Or- 
Nee fore ders: as for Example, to ſalute with a Holy Kiſs was an (4) Apoſto- 


Fram ad ill lick Order, which now is not thought fit to be reſtored in Reform- 


ritus & inſtitu- ed Churches. So (e) Love Feaſts were uſed in the Apoſtles time, 
ta direximus, but are not received. in () Reformed Churches. Futhermore, 
Juel. Al. the Church of England altereth nothing from the Apottolick In- 


Lond. 1591. ſtitution, but ſuch things only as may be altered. One kind of 


pag. 170. Phyſick agrees not to all Bodies, neither one kind of Ceremony 
(d) Rom. 16. to all Churches: Theſame Phyſick which is good for the Body 
16. wWuhen it is young, may be dangerous in the ſame diſeaſe when it is 
ANA 12. Od. One manner of Diſcipline. may beſeem a City, and ano- 

(e) Jude, ver. ther a Kingdom. One may be good for a Church newly planted, 
z erer, and another when it is in the flouriſh. One Ceremony may be 
1 Per. 5. 14. ſeemly for the time of Peace, and another for the Time of Perfecu- 
Cf) Quid quod tion. Now to require like where the Caſe is unlike, agrees not 
quadam illorum with Reaſon. Our Saviour did celebrate the Communion * after 
inflizuta veluti Supper, and it was fit he ſhould fo, for the Paſſover by the Law 
cammunes illas was to be eaten between the F Two Evenings : And the Commu- 
dy dee nion was to ſucceed the Paſſover, therefore it was fit the Commu- * 


ip/a neceſſitas nion ſhould be inſtituted in the Evening, But for us to celebrate it 
abolevit. Bez# | 


* in the Morning is far more convenient. For I make no doubt 
C + Rh 2 but our learned and god! Brethren, which ſeek Reformation, 
+ E40 d. 13.6. will in this Point rather join with the Church of England, and 


with 


— — ——ũẽ — — 


* 


_— 


* 


Voith all other Chriſtian Churches which make choſce of the Morn- 
ing, than with the Anabaptiſts, which celebrate ih the Evening af - 
ter Supper. And to proceed, In the Apoſtles time they did Baptize 


in * Rivers and Fountains ;, ſhall we therefore leave our Churches, * A, 8. 36. 


and Baptize our Children in Rivers to the Imitation of the Apo- 

ſtles? That Imitation were indiſcreet, fot they liv'd in time of 
Perſecution, and therefore were glad to take the Opportunity of 

Time and Place. We live in time of Peace, wherein the Chutch- 

es (God be thanked) are open unto us. If God fot our Sins ſhould 

lay Perſecution upon us, we muſt be content to do as they did. 

And there is no doubt but if God had given them that Liberty, 

which he hath granted us, they would have done in this Point as 

we do, and have thanked him for the Bleſſing of Peace. In the Apo- „ , 
files times the Minijters lid by voluntary & Contributions, or by their + ARs SIO 
own f handy Labours, for ho: could they do otherwiſe? They 1 Cor. 4 3 
ivd not only in Perſecution, but their Enemies the Levitical (a) Ad: 4. 35. 


Prieſts had the Tithes during the ſtanding of the Temple: But now (5) Sixtus Se- 
when Tithes are appointed for the Miniſters of the Goſpel] by nenſis biblioth.. 


Chriſtian Princes, {hall we return to handy Labour, or voluntary ſand, I. 3. de 
Contributions? In the Apoſtles time, the People ſold their Poſſeſſions, Part. meth. 4. 
and laid the Money (a) at the Apoſtles Feet; but ſhall our Peo- C) Hmrius 


| 5 A 2 Arch. Cant.did 
ple be tyd of neceflity to do the like 2 In the Apoſtles time there firſt divide his 
Province intro 


were no Chriſtian Colleges, nor Univerſities founded; ſhall we there- 
fore diſſolve our famous Univerſities, and dam up the Well-ſprings pariches. vide 


of Learning? In the Apoſtles time it was hard to find any Chriſtian P. Goodwi 
_ Hoſpitals for the Poor; but is this is a Reafon that now we ſhould in Cat. The 34 


have none? In the Apoſtles time the e was not divided imo Objection. 
Chapters and Verſes, as now it is; ſhall we therefore reje& an Inven· (4) Now they 

tion ſo commodious ? In the Apoſtles time, the Bounds of Pariſhes muſt be diſ- 

were not ſo diſtinguiſhed as now (c) they are; doth it therefore follow cerned from 

that this Piſtinctian muſt be taken away? Not ſo (beloved): For others by Po- 

when the State and Condition is unlike, an abfolute Conformity chr Fo 

is not to be urged, PE F chriftizn Ap 
31. Thirdly, it is commonly objected, that our Ceremonies Ease 1, C. 


are (4) Popiſh and Antichriſtian, yea and ſome of them not only ind again : 


Popiſh, but Jewiſh alſo : To which it may be anſwered, that if Now we muſt 
their Meaning be, that they are the Invention of Antichriſtian have Surplices - 


| Popes, this Cenſure (as they apply it) will undoubtedly - prove deviſed by 


more ſharp than ſound, becauſe wry of our Rites which they ſo Pope Aar. adm 
| ſt the Croſs (e) were in the Church before e) They con- 
the Popedom was hatched. And although it may be that ſome feb chat tbe 


Brand, and amongſt the reſt the Cro 


of our Ceremonies were deviſed by the Biſhop of Rome; yet it fol- Croſs in Bap. 


2 4. | 2 .. c tiſm was men- 
lows not, that they were the Invention either of Hereticks or of tion d byCypri-- 


Antichriſt. For tho' now the Church of Rome be Heretical, and . Treatiſe 


' ſcemeth to be the very Cage of Antichriſt, yet in ancient time it of croſs print- 


was not ſo. A great Number of Biſhops there before Sylveſter were ed at Amſter, 
— Ls | 75 Holy dam, 1604. 
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be fore his Se- 
cond Book. 


* Sozom. Lib. 
6. Cap. 26. 


Of Orders dewiſed by Fapiſts. 
Holy: Men, and Martyrs : But fyppoſe ſome of our Orders were de- 
viſed by Papiſis and Reitee, ehe then? F among the Filih of. 
their Hereſies, ſaith a great * Controler of our Church, there be 


found any good Thing, as it were a Grain of good Corn in a great deal 


of Darnel\ that we willingly receive, not as theirs, but as the Jews 


did the Holy Ark from the Philiſtines, whereof they were unjuſt Owners. 


And again he faith, it may comeſto paſi that the ene, of Satan 


may have ſome one Thing at ſome time with more ae than 
the True and Catholick Church of Chrift : As for Example; the 


Church did uſe in Antient Time to pour Water thrice in Baptiſm in 
token of the Trinity: The * Eunomian Hereticks deviſed the 


pouring of Water once to croſs the Doctrine of the Trinity. But | 


what? Shall once applying of Water be for ever unlawful, be- 


cauſe it was brought in by Hereticks? Our Controler confeſſes 
the contrary, and affirmeth that it is uſed in moſt Reformed Churches, 
And ſurely it is not only lawful, but in ſome cafes more conve- 
nient: For where Thrice hath been abuſed to fignify Three Gods 


there once, may be expedient to betoken one God; likewiſe in 

cold Countries, eſpecially in Winter time, and the rather when 
the Child is weak. Some Flowers may grow in the Wilderneſs, : 
and ſome Things ap? proceed from Hereticks, and yet not un- 


10. Ep. 71. 


ſcemly to be uſed in t 
were built by Papiſts, yea and our Churches partly by Papiſts 


e Church of Chriſt, Many of our Colleges 


pare by + Painims, and muſt ey needs be pulled down, only 
ecauſe they had Heatheniſh or Heretical Founders? Further- 
mote, if they term all Ceremonies Popiſh and Heretical which were 
uſed by Papiſts and Hereticks, then ſundry Abſurdities will fol- 
low. For ſo, many innocent Orders primitive, and perad venture 
Apoſtolick, ſhall be branded with the Name of Popith or Hereti- 
cal; for there is no doubt but ſundry ſuch have been uſed in the 


Church of Rome, Moreover, this will breed a Scrupuloſity in the 


Minds of Men: For ſeeing there have been ſo many ſwarms . 
of Hereticks, how can we aſſure our ſelves of any Ceremony, that 


it hath not been uſed by Hereticks at one time or other? A true 


Opinion, if it be holden by an Heretick or Idolater, by Antichriſt, 


or the Devil himſelf, it muſt not be forſaken ; for all Truth is the 


Truth of God, whereſoever it be found, though it be in the Mouth 


of the Devil: And ſhall we abhor a Ceremony which the primi- 
tive Church deviſed, and our National Church hath judged come- 
ly and convenient, only becauſe it had the hap to be handled of 

apiſts 2 Not whatſoever Hereticks, Idolaters, or any wicked Per- 


ſons have done or ſaid, but what they have done or ſaid Hereti- 


cally, Idolatrouſly, Wickedly, is to be abandoned, fo far as it is 
Evil: But whatſoever in their Actions is fit or requiſite to be 
done, is from God, and therefore in that Reſpect not to be ab- 
horred. Laſtly, if they call them Popiſh, becauſe they were a- 


buſed 


* 


ey were abuſed to 
Maſs / in the Church they ade 


bare Inconvenience, break out of the common Pale, tranſgreſs | 
the Law of. his Prince, leave his Paſtoral Charge, and make a rent A”; 
in the Church of Chriſt ? At Geneva the & uſe of the Wafer-cake * Calvinus 
being brought in, in the Abſence of Calvin, did ſeem to ſundry nonnullos iſta 
godly Men a thing ſo offenſive, that they were of Mind to have ene gz 


refrained from the Lord's Supper: But Calvin being demanded his 44 offenſes ut | ; 


Judgment, wiſhed them rather quietly to uſe it, than to make any ©; 


ns 
Tumult in the Church of God. How abominable the Wafer- cake 2 5 
was abuſed in Popery every Man may know: It was made an Idol, eb SID 1 


and palpably adored with the higheſt kind of Divine Worſhip. iftud rag 


Yet Calvin, though thinking it inconvenient, did earneſtly admo- dpeeyy litem 


niſh them, not to be contentious about a Thing Indifferent. The ore ſi ob- 


Miniſters and People of Geneva, vertuous and godly Men, did fol- Finnie panis a-. 
low this Counſel of Calvin, and quietly yielded their Conſent, Imi uſus. Bexa 


and I hope you will not accuſe them that they wounded their Con- ** vita Calvint . 


ſcience. But if you think ſtill, that a Thing abuſed to Idolatry, is % 1538. 
_ ipſo fancis, made unla w ful, it is fit that the grounds of your Opi- 
mon be examined, _ B 25 


en Serpent, will not prove that King James ought of Neceſſity 
to aboliſh the Croſs, the Surplice, and other things you miſlike. 
For the brazen Serpent was plainly made an Idol, and ſo it 
_ continued at that very Day: But when our Gracious Sovereign 
came unto the Crown, neither the Croſs nor any Thing elſe was 
uſed idolatrouſly by the Church of England. If it be replied. 
that Queen Elizabeth at her entrance to the Crown, did find ma- 
ny things polluted with Superſtition and Idolatry, which as. you 
ſuppoſe ought to have been removed by the example. of Heze- 
chias; then you muſt conſider, that Abuſes may be reformed two 
ways: either by deſtroying, the Thing abuſed as Hezechias did 
the brazen Serpent; or by taking away the Abuſe, the Thing re- 
maining, as in the planting of Chriſtianity, when the Temples of Gree, prim, 
7 Heathen Idols were Ganges into the Churches of the living ii. 33. 20. 
God: And the Example of Hezechias.in uſing the one, doth not cif, 71. 
abridge the Liberty of Chriſtian Princes in uſing the other. Wit- | 
neſs the ſame Hezechias, who though he took away the high Pla- 


ces, and brake the Images, and cut 8 the Groves, anc . 


32. The Example of “ Hezechias breaking in pieces the bra- x 2 Reg. 18. 4. 1 
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0, kdetabeth hanhed Superſtition. 
ſpabed he the Chapels which 
Joman, th tbe 1dol'.of the Tidonians, - and for 
Chemoſh 1he Idol of tbe Moabites, and for Milſcom the Abomi- 
nation of the Children of Ammon. For it is evident, that 


2 King. 23. thoſe high Places remained till the Days of * Joſiar. + Hezechias 


defingpe the Serpent, becauſelhe found t at that preſent adored, 


and doing much Harm: He ſpared- the other, becauſe he found 
them flauding only as Forlorn Things, at that preſent witheut any 
Harm. Yet God gave him this Teſtimony, that he f clave to the 
Lord, and deparied not from him, but kept his Commandments = 
which the Lord had commanded Moſes. And as Hezeehias in break- 
ing down the Serpent, did not Prejudice his own Liberty, of 
ſparing the other : So his ſparing the other did not reſtrain Fofias = 


"Io from uſirig his Liberty in pulling them down. Indeed, Wildom 


requireth, that a ſafe Courſe be taken for Prevention of Evil, 

where Danger appeareth, which our late Queen of famous Memo- 
y. moſt religiouſly performed, whoſe Zeal in planting and etta- 

bliſhing God's true Religion, and aboliſhing of Superſtition, 
was nothing inferior to the Zeal of Hezechias. She found the 
tiery Flames burning the Bodies of the Living, and the Bones of 


the Dead: She graciouſly quenched them. She found the Serip- 


1 The Queen's * Injunctions, eommanding to Take ar, 


+ tures locked from the People in a ſtrange Language: She unclaſped 

© the Book, and gave it to her People to Meditate thereupon Day* 
and Night. She found the Candle of the Goſpel quite extin- 

guiſhed. She did Light it again (as it were) at the Beams of the 
Sun. She found the People worſhiping of Images, creeping to 
Croſſes, committing Idolatry in every Thicket, and under every 
green Tree: Will you ſee her with Hezeehzas; breaking in pie- 
ces the brazen Serpent? Then behold and look back to her ROyal 


The 0 ay, utteply exting and de- 
9 8 ſtrey all Shrines, covering of Shrines. all 7 ables, Gandlefticks, Trin- 
23. 


35 


dals, and rolls of Wax, Pittmres, Pbintingr, und all other Mn- 
ments of fained Miracles, Pilgrimapes, e and Superſtitions, 
a 


fo that there remain no Memory of ihe ſame in Walls, Glaſſes, Win- 


+ Injunctions Ao, or 1 within their Churches, O. And again, That + 


0 Perſons keep in their Houſes any abuſed Images, Tables, Pictures, 
Paintings, and other Monuments of fained Miracles, Pilgrimages, 
Holatry or Superſtition. Yea, the baniſhed the Croſs ſo far as it 
was an Idol, or in any Danger of Idolatry. For wheteas the 
Croſs was either Permanent or Tranſient ; ak Permanent being 


- ſolemnly adored in the Church of Rome, ſhe altogether aboliſh- 
ed, and the Tranſient alſo for the moſt part. For whereas in 
common Eife the croſſing of the Forchead was ſuperſtitiouſly uſed, 

and the like were ſtill to be feared, if it were permitted to po- 

"pal Practice; therefore that was diſcreetly removed. In the 

Sacrament of the Supper the uſe of Croſſing was of ſhorter con- 

ALE | | | | | tinuances 


He Aeflunabethiretainedthe)Croſs. 33 
Chriſtians; e there was no Cauſe why there it ſhould 
be continued. In ee it was more ancient and more free 

from Superſtition and actual Adoration; therefore Queen. Eli- 
abet h retained the Croſs, in Baptiſm as her godly Brother did bee 

fore her, being deſirous, ſo far as ſhe might conveniently, to e 
frame a Conformity to thoſe Primitive Times. What Ruſt this Ce- 
remony had gathered, the Wiſdom of our Church hath wiped 
away; for the Croſs is not appointed to be made by the Lay 
People, but only. by the Minifter ; and by him in Baptiſm on- 
ly ; and then not as a dark or dumb Ceremony which might be 
miſtaken, but with an expreſs Declaration of the Meaning and Sig- 
nification thereof, to the end that the ſame might be freed from 
all Superſtitious Conſtruction. And to the Intent that all Super- 
ſtition and Idolatry might be rooted out of all Mens Hearts, and 
all future Dangers thereof prevented, the Miniſters were f in- f Inj 
joined to teach that all Goodneſs, Health and Grace, ought to "Wy 
be asked and looked for of God only, as the very Author. and Giver, of © 
the ſame, and of none other, So the Croſs. continued all the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth, as it doth at this Day, not blemiſhed 
with the leaſt ſpot or. ſtain of Superſtition. Neither is it to be 
doubted, but if time had diſcovered any ſuch Abuſe, that Religious 

Prince would ſoon have reformed it. But theſe Eight and Forty 1 5 84 

Fears Experience may witneſs to the World, that there was no, - © #24 
ſuch Danger as ſome did imagine. For the Almighty ae t 
us, gave her an excellent Spirit, and tempered her Zeal with wiſe 

Moderation. Thoſe Things which ſeemed moſt ſuperfluous, ſhe 1 

lopped away like riotous Branches: In Matters of greateſt Moment, 115 
ſhe followed the Example of God himſelf in cleanting the & Lepro- T Levit. 13. 
fie: For firſt ſhe had a Princely Care, rather to purge the Houle, | 
than to pull it down; and if ſomewhat — 1 pulled down, 
yet rather a few Stones, than the whole Hquſe; Jo where then 
proſie was grown incurable, there was no Remedy but that part :- _- 

muſt down, and be thrown into an unclean Place without the > 
City. Hitherto of the Example of Hezechias, _ 5% FF 
33. Moreover they pretend not Example only, but the expreſs 
Commandment of Almighty God, and ſtand upon a Place, of 1/aiah, 
which they urge againſt . the Surplice, Te, * | ſhall: polluie the * IId. 30. 22. 
covering . of #he Images of | Silver, and, the rie Ornament f thine, urgett dy the” 
Images of Gold, and caft them away as a (tained Rag, and thus Adm, 2 

ſhalt ſay unto it, get thee hence. In which Place the Prophet | 
ſpeaketh againſt the coverings of Idols; but what is this againſt 4 
tne Church of England, which 'hath long 280 extirpated all ſuch 4 | 9 
Abominations? Neither is the Surplice the covering of an Idol. & l 

but the Ancient Ornament of the Miniſtars of the Goſpel, I ijit 
be ſaid that it was uſed by acheter ; Lanſwer, that in al Ie Be 
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| lihood all thoſe Surplices are conſu med and worn away, and not 
now uſed in the Church of England : and thoſe which be uſed, 
| were not received as Popith by Queen Elizabeth, but in ſuch ſort 
Uni. © ny Pape in uſe by Authority of + Parliament, in the Days of 
2 for un Ring ward, and are now continued according to the Practice 
[| formity of the Primitive Church, Furthermore, thoſe Coverings in the 
= -- Prophet were rich and gorgeous with Gold, to make the Idol 
more beautiful, and ſo were a Snare to Idolatry; whereas no ſuch 
| Thing can be juſtihed of our Surplices. This Point will be the 
A peut. 7.25. Clearer, if we conſider a Place in Deut. The * Graven Images of their 
Gods ſhall you burn with Fire, and covet not the Silver nor Gold that 
is on them, nor take it unto thee, leſt thou be ſnared therewith ; for it 
is an Abomination, &c. In which Place what is that which the 
Prophet calleth an Abomination ? Is the Thing polluted, or is the 
+ T. C. vide very taking of ſuch a Thing Abominable ? Our f Accuſers are of 
Arch. whit. à contrary Mind, for they grant that the Gold of the Cope, and 
pag. 273. the Cloth of the Surplice may lawfully be taken for private 
Purpoſes. Yet let them take heed left they open a gap to ſacri- 
legious Proceedings. How much more warily afhrmeth Augu- 
* Auguſt. ep. ſtine; That & either private uſes in ſuch Things are forbidden, or leſt 
25% U pub- any Thing be ſo brought into the Honſe that it be Honoured: 
ih + anc : de Which Interpretation, as Zanchius declareth, is agreeable to 
Tab, demneth that covetous Hunſour wherewith ſome gape after 
— the Spoils of Idolatry, only to enrich themſelves. Again, in ſay - 
647. ing ( left thor be ſhared) he renders a Reaſon why we ſhould not 
45 take them, leſt the Beauty of thoſe golden Monuments intangle 
us with the Love of the Idol. Wherefore ſuch Things muſt be 
polluted, that is, defaced and abhorred, ſo far till there remain 
FO Tek no Danger of being ſnared with Idolatry, which Caution obſerved 
*Pſal. 241. they may be uſed as the Creatures of God, for the & Earth is 
Lords, and all that therein is; which is the Reaſon of the Apo- 
F Cor. 10. 26. Ne St. + Paul ſpeaking! of Meat offered to Idols. Wherein we 
. - muſt confider, that as in the Lord's Offerings a Portion belonged 
to the Prieſt ſo likewiſe in the Offerings of Heathen Idols. 
W hereupon it came to paſs, that at ſolemn times when there 
1 was abundance of Sacrifices, the Prieſts did ſend ſome of their 
Beza mar. Portion to be ſold in the Shambles : And * Beza ſheweth learn- 
I „ edly out of the Interpreter of Aristophanes, that thoſe which ze- 
turned from the Sacrifices did uſe to carry a Portion heme with 
them; and out of Herodotus, that the Egyptians ufed to ſell in the 
Market the Heads of ſacrificed Beaſts. Now ' hereupon aroſe a 


Queltion, whether a Chriſtian might with a good Conſcience buy = 

ſuch Meat in the Shambles, and eat it; and again, if he were invi- 

+ 2 Cor. 10. ted to a Feaft where ſuch Meats were, whether hie might eat them 
To the former St. Paul Anſwers: Mhat ſoever is ſold in theShambles, 


eat 


the Text; for the Prophet ſaying, covet not the Silver, &c. con- 


ww 


Abuſe takes not away the lawful Uſe. 33 | 
eat, making no queſtion for Conſcience ſake ; for the Earth is the Lord's,and 1 
___all oat . To the latter part he anſwers: * But if a bg * Verſe 27. 

unbelieuing invite you, and pon be willing to go, whatſoever is ſet before 
you, eat, aſking no queſtion for Peat wh 17 Whereby it is clear, that 

the Idolatrous abuſe of a thing,doth not take away the lawful uſe of 
it; it may ſtill be us'd, as it is the good Creature of God. It will be | 
reply d, that things polluted may be us'dagain for + civiluſe publick + Surplices, 
or private, but not for *ſacred. But how can this be? becauſe wick- Copes, Tippets 
ed Men have kneel d to their Idols, may not I therefore pray kneel- and Caps may 

ing to the living God ? for kneeling, tho? it be a moſt ſeemly Order, be apply'd to a 
yet it is in it ſelf Indifferent. Or becauſe ſuch a Fountain, or ſuch good uſe, ei- 

a Stream hath b-en dedicated to an Idol, may not I therefore bap- ther common 
tize a Child in the Water proceeding from the ſame Fountain or An * * 
Stream? For to take of this Water or that Water, is neither forbid- ere. T. C. 
den nor commanded, and therefore Indifferent. But to handle the S Arch. 
Point a little more diſtinctly : If Things Indifferent once polluted, hir. p. 273. 
in reſpect of all ſacred uſe become ſtained Rags and Abomination ; * we think it 
then I would know whether this be for a time or everlaſting? If for ao Attire un- 

a time only, for what time, and whether Eight and Forty Years be fit for a Mini- 
not ſufficient to waſh it away? Or if it be an Everlaſting ſtain, then I ſter, the Sur- 
demand whether thoſe particular Things only, which were actually plice eſpecially - 

dedicated to Idols, be ſo {tained ; or whether this Stain ſhall everlaſt- mo — the 

ingly be imputed to the whole kind? To affirm the latter, were a (ihe Cap by 1 
hard and unadviſed Cenſure, and contrary to their own Practice. For che 1. * —_ 
what tho' ſome Bells have been rung to the Sacrifice of Idols, may no jt | 

Bell therefore be rung to the Service of the living God ? And ſhall not hurtful Cere- 

only the particular abuſed be counted abominable, but ſhall thoſe monies are ſo 
innocent Things which never were ſoabuſed, beeternally blemiſhed ? much more - 

Undoubtedly, this is but a Fancy, which hath no Warrant from the dangerous, as © | 
Words of Eſaiab , for he ſpeaketh plainly of the coverings of Idols, they do ap- 

which without doubt were particularly abuſed to Idolatry. But if proach nearer | 

the Stain ſtick only to the particular Thing actually polluted, then =O 5 

this Argument cannot greatly be urged againſt the Surplice; for not = G ber 4 . 

many of Q. Mary's Surplices do now remain, and if they did the mat- en 

ter were ſoon remedied, and Time it ſelf in ſnort time would wear Whit. p. 26. 

them away. Neither can it be at all urged againſt the Croſs in 7 
tiſm; for a popiſh Prieſt maketh one Croſs, and the Miniſter. of the 

Goſpel makes another; hereare divers individual Actions, and con- 
ſequently divers particular Croſſes; therefore in this Caſe the Pollu- 

tion of the one, cannot ſpot and dehile the other. Yet what if that 

very particular polluted (the Pollution being taken away) may be 5 

| imploy'd in the Service of Almighty God? Did not & Gideon ſacrifice * Judges 6.25. 

to the Lord the Ox that was dedicated to Baal, and burn it with | 

the Wood that grew in the Grove of Baal? If it be reply d, that he 1 

had a Commandment, it is true; but profound * Auguſtine thinketh + Epiſt. 134 

that this Commandment extends to us alſo, and thereupon . AF 

hes CANE | tis 
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ngs abuſed in Popery- 
. this general Doctrine, that Things dedicated to Idols, maybe im- 
Ca ) Ubique io. ployed to the Honour of the true God. And this ſeemstobe the Jadg- 
cor um in omntbus meiit of the Chriſtian World. For when Chriſtianity washrſtpreach- 
j 3 4 ed, the Temples of Idols in England, France, and ſo thro the World, 
5 —— were turn'd into the Churches of the living God. Again, when Po- 
ampleaæ ſunt pery was baniſh'd;yet all (a) popiſn Churches were not ulled down, 
 templa ipſa in but many remain, and ſome at Geneva, {till imploy d for the ſervice 
quibus idolala. Of Almighty God. (b) And Calvin ſaith, that it may be done without 
tria admiſſa ſcruple of Conſcience. Some (e) learned Men, I grant, (beyond the Seas) 
Fruit tot annos have thought otherwiſe; but they are confuted by Zanchius: and the 
3 £ 
| retenta ſunt, Miniſters of England which ſeek Reformation, I hope, are more conſi- 
gde far derate than to pull down Churches. But concerning Churches; they 
b Wl 2 3 return us this Anſwer, that they are (4) profitable; wherein they 
= Zoom ; on confeſs that even theſe Particulars, which have been abuſed to Idola- 
cap. 12. try. may be uſed in the Service of God, ſo they be profitable. There- 
Cb) Ex. 23. fore the Queſtion is come to this Iſſue, whether the Things quetiton'd 
24. be profitable? Wherein who ſhall be the Judge? Thoſe that fit at 
e) Non deſunt the Stern of the Church are perſwaded that they are (e) profitable, 
pii doctiq; viri from whoſe judgment. if they will depart, it behoveth them to 
qui ſentiunt & bring more ſound and demontirative Reaſons, than hitherto they 
 Feribunt omninoꝰ have produced. But I will conclude this point with the Conſent 
talia templaeſ= of their own Standardbearer, who having in his firſt Book called 
hay _ the Surplice a Mark and Sacrament of Popiſi Abomination, and 
Cd] As for having pronounced that it brings no Frotit, but Hurt; yet in his 
Churches ii Third Book, dares not hence conclude any Unlawtulnets, but only 
hach been an- Inconveniency; and would not have any Man forſake his Pattoral 
WW fwercd chat Charge in regard of a Surplice. And thus much for clearing our 
WW they have a Ceremonies from Imputation of Popery. . 
W profitable uſe, 34. Now, Fourthly, let us conſider whether they be Jewiſh; where- 
| and there fore jn we affirm that the Church of England doth approach no nearer to 
wbdhey are evil the Jews, than the Law of God and the State of Chrittianity doth 
3 coated permit. For whatisit that they controul under the Name of Jewiſn? 
| wu — e1 Is it their meaning that we ſhould uſe nothing in the Chriſtian 
Peſicle OT Church, which was uſed by the] ews? (Y Eſdras a Jew preached in 
bringeth no 4 Pulpit of Wood ; (hall wooden Pulpits therefore be unlawful? The 
Profit, hurteth Jews buried their Dead (g) in Linnen Cloaths, ſhall this likewiſe be 


alſo. 7. C. Vide rejected as Jewiſh? But both theſe Things our Reprovers approve, 
Arch. Whit, by 
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they are Jewith, but becauſe they are Decent. * Beſide theſe Ce- 


in Ratification : 
of the Can. Ordinance of God were (b) Types of Chriſt, and theſe as we all confeſs 
CJ) Neh. 8. 4. are ſolemnly (i) abrogated, and never to be reſumed, as Circumciſi- 
1% Jen. IH on, Sacritices, and ſuch like. But can it be eee that we uſe any 


1-4, ſuch Thing in the Church ot Eigland ? Let it be granted that Levitical 
on POR. 25 Garments in regard of their myſtical Repreſentation are.aboliſhed ; 
Ci) Heb. 9. = | : 


yet how can it apptar that any of our Garments are Levitical >Sup- | 
poſe there be fome Reſemblance in Matter or Form, what then YA 
the Church of Chriſt bound ſo far to avoid all Conformity with the 
eh ſhe may not at all reſemble them in a Matter of Decency? 
ur Muſical Harmony they would likewiſe aboliſh as Jewiſh, but 
they have not yet proved, that Church Muſick vocal or Inſtrumen- | 
tal, is ſuch a Jewiſh Ceremony as ought to be abrogated. : The 
Princely Prophet'* David brought into the Church the Melody of „ Chro. 2 4. 1 
Muſick, for the better praiſing and lauding of God. For the ſweet - 1 Mt 
neſs of harmonial ſounds doth inſinuate it {elf into the Soul of Man | 
preparing the Aﬀections for the Service of God, lifting up the Heart 
towards Heaven, delighting the Mind, kindling Devotion, and ra- 
viſhing the Spirit with Celeſtial Joy. If it be ſaid, that fome come to 
the Church rather to be delighted-with Muſick, than to be infiruct- - 
ed with Religion, what then? Vet in that they come to the Church, + Sediine on + 
I rejoice, yea and I will rejoice. So ſome come to the Church with j.5;,,. Inftit. : 
purpoſe to entangle and Catch the Preacher, and yet it pleaſeth God Toh. Cal. R- 
fometimes that they are catch'd themſelves. As f Pighins did read ardus Tapper 
Calvin's Initutions. of fet Purpoſe to confute them, yet it was God's explic. Tom. ſec. 
Will that thereby he ſhould be reduc'd to the right way in the Article of . Art. 8. Bellar. 
Fuſtification, And Father Latimer can tell you, that ſome came to 4e juftif. l. 2. 
Church of Purpoſe to take a Nap, and yet he had rather that they . 1. in an- 
ſhould go a napping, than not go at all. Even ſo it may be, ſome dem ſententiam 
come to the Church only to hear the Melody; yet who can tell, Je Poti 3 
but it may pleaſe the Wiſdom of that Heavenly Teacher to find out Kae 1 3 
a way, that hearing thoſe Things wherein their Ears delight, they jf Uwe | 
may alſo learn that whereby their Souls may profit? The Form of 2 Con. 
our Church they brand lik-wife with Judaiſm, as being fram d after 3. 
the Faſhion of the Jewiſh Temple; but the Temple had Rooms Father Lat. 
for Sacrifice, to which there is no Reſemblance in our Churches: p. 70. 1596. 
And for the Rooms of Receit, they had (a) Atrium Gentium, proper (a 4d com. 
to the Gentiles, and Atrium Fudeorum, proper to the Jews. And in deſcrip. urbis 
again, for the Jews, they had one Partition for Men, and another Hierololyme. ; 
for Women: And again for Men, they had a ſeveral for the People, (Ones. 6 
a ſeveral for Prieſts, and a ſeveral where the High- Prieſtęentred once. ite. iat 
a Year. Peradventure they will ſay that our Chanctirinns like the bw; Ib. ver. 3 
Jewiſh Sanctuary; but if we reſpect the Form, the Sanctuary was 1, and 23. 
() ſquare; if the Magnihcence, it was overlaid with (e) Gold; if (e) 2 Chron 3. . 
the Ornaments, there was the (4) Ark and the glorious Cherubins ; 114. 
if the Separation, it was divided from the Holy'byia (e) Vail; if the Y See Adric. 
Situation, it was at the () Welt End of the Holy; if the Adjuncts, (ei King s. 
it had Cloiſters, (g) Galleries, and Chambers adjoining; if the uſe, 1. 
tit was only for the High (0) Prieſt, whither he entred once a Year ( Heb. 5. 2. 
not without Blood, which he offered for himſelf and the Sins of the e, 4 | 
People: All which Things are otherwiſein-our Churches. Laſtly, Wine .. 
they compare our Churching of Women — RNTENS, N. 
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. but moſt unjuſily, for our Women do not offer Lambs, Sparrows, 
and Pigcons, which was Levitical, they only reſemble them in 
Matters Moral. Their abſtaining from publick Aﬀemblies for a 
deaſon, is not only for Health, but a Matter of Modeſty; their giv- 
ing Thanks to God, when they come to the Church, is a Chriſtian 
| hs neither 'do4 ſee how this can be called a Jewiſh Ceremony, 
unleſs to praiſe God be a Jewiſh Ceremony,  _ Fe 
Theft Fifth . 35. Fifthly, it is objected that our Ceremonies are ſcandalous ; 
Obje&ion. Et us therefore conſider what a Scandal is, and how many kinds of 
Scandal. The Word 9ox«drlaxoy coming from 56s, which ſignifieth 
to halt. is properly that part of the TM whereto the Bait is ty'd, 
which being overthrown,theBeaſt pulls the Trap upon his @wnHead. 
Metaphorically it is taken for that which is an occaſion to hurt or 
grieve another: It is often join'd with ae&ox0uue a Stumbling: block, 
and may be expounded by it. For whereas a Chriſtian ſhould go 
forward in the way of Godlineſs, a Scandal may be called a Word 
ora Deed, which is laid as a Block in his Way, whereby he may 
kall or ſtumble, or any way be hindred in his virtuous Courſe, Scan- 
_ ..___ dal is of two ſorts, given or taken; to give Scandal, or to Scanda- 
lie, is to door fay any Thing which is apt to provoke unto Sin, by 
© grieving the godly, wounding the weak, rejoycing the wicked. Some 
.- ...* Things do ſcandalize, becauſe they have a ſcandalizing Nature, as all 
Sin and Wickedneſs. Some Things do ſcandalize accidentally, becauſe 
they are ſcandalouſly uſed; and ſo Things Indifferent may become 
I ſcandalous. Firſt, when Oey are deviſed for an Evil Purpoſe, as the 
D soxomen Hb. * Eunomian Hereticks deviſed to pour Water but once in Baptiſm, 
4. Hiſt. Eccl. and not thrice, tocroſs the Doctrine of the Trinity: In which Age, if 
ep. 26. zny ſhould have left the Cuſtom of the Church in applying it Thrice, 
ad nad have followed the Exnomians in doing it but once, he ſhould have 
geivena very ſcandalous Example; for he might have been pro- 
Sg ably thought to have favour'd their Hereſie whoſe example he fol- 
low d. Secondly, when Things originally deviſed for good, are abu- 
ſiead to Evil; as in Spain certain Hereticks abuſed the Thrice applying 
ol Water in Baptiſm, to ſignifie Three Gods, which gave an Gccaſion 
+ Ey. l. . c. 41. to f Gregory, as alſo to the Council of * Toledo, to take order that in 
-* Concil. 2. Spain it ſhould be apply d but once. Thirdly, a Thing Indifferent, 
Tol. 4. c. 3. may become ſcandalous in regard of the Circumſtance of Time, Per- 
ſon or Place: As for Example, if one in Spain after the Conſtitution 
of Toledo ſhould have apply d Water Thrice; this (tho done in Sim- 
pPlwKwicity) had been ſcandalous in regard of the Lime, becauſe Hereticks 
V Aid then uſe it to ſtrengthen their Hereſie of Three Gods, Moreover 
altho' Meats forbidden by the Ceremonial Law, after the Drath of 
Chriſt became Indifferent; yet if a weak Brother, not perſwaded of 
C4 Row M48 the Indifferenty, ſhould profeſs himſelf f offended, then thy eating in 
T Kom. 14.15. huis Preſence ſhould be ſcandalous in reſpect of the Perſon. Again, 
8 tho Meat offered to Idols might. la wfully be caten, yet Rene in 1 175 
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* Temple of the Idol were evil in Appearance, and ſcaiidalous in * 1 Cor. 8. 10. 


reſpect of the Place, becauſe it might ſeem to be done in Honour of 

the Idol, ſo it might grieve the godly, and be an occaſion of falling 
ro thy weak Brother, and harden the Idolaters in their Impiety. A 

Scandal taken not given, is when that which is not ſcandalouſly 

done, is traduced as ſcandalous, either by Error or Calumniation. 

By Error, as when the reſt of the + Tribes were offended with the f Jol. 22. 16. 

Tribe of Ruben, Gad, and the half Tribe of Manaſſes,for erecting an 

Altar upon the Borders of Jordan, which they ſuppoſed to be erected FE 

for Sacrifice, but was indeed only a Memorial that they had a part 

in the God of 1ſrael ; of which,when they were truly inform'd,they 

_ corrected their Error, they reſted ſatisfy d, and all Imagination of 

Scandal was taken away. By Calumniation, a good Thing may b be 
blamed for ſcandalous,as whenChriſt himſelf, to the Diſobedient, wass 

made a * Stone to ſtumble at, and a Rock of Offence. Hitherto what * 1 Pet. 2. 8. 
Scandal is, and of the kinds of Scandal; now let us apply all this to | 
the Church of England. We are accuſed for retaining many ſcanda- 

lous Ceremonies: But is the Scandal given, or is it only taken? If 

we give any Scandal, let it appear wherein, and to whom. And firſt, 

is there any Ceremony in our Church which is of a ſcandalizing Na- 

ture 2 And to begin with the Surplice, Is it a Thing in its own Na- 1 . c. l. 3. p. 

ture ſimply unlawful ? Not ſo for thoſe which moſt ſpurn at it both 262. ie 

in ] England and & Gene va, confeſs it to be a thing in its own Nature * Beza Ep. 8. 
Indifferent: And that very Man who called it f a Mark and Sacra-tTT.C.1. 1. p. 

ment of Abomination, uſeth theſe very Words, * The Truth is, that 7. 

1 dare not be Author to any to forſake his Paſtoral Charge for the Incon- T. C. l. 3. p. 


venience thereof; and giveth this reaſon, becauſe preaching: is the 252. 
abſolute Commandment of God, and therefore-onght not to be laid aſide 

for a ſimple Inconvenience or Vncomelineſs of a Thing which in its own 

Nature is Indifferent. And of the ſame Judgment is+ Beza. But ofall + Reſpondeo 
other things tne Croſs in Baptiſm doth moit Rick in Men's Minds. let minime mi. 

us therefore conſider whether that be of a ſcandalizing Nature. Now i videri de- 
if the Croſs be ſimply unlawtul, wherein conſiſis this Unlawfulneſs? ſcrendas ecclefe- 


Is the very making of a Croſs a thing ſo repugnant go. Godlineſs, that 46 propter ueſter 


whoſoever ſhall make it, tho it be but with his Finger, ſhall preſent- 44 pileos, aut e- 
ly ſin ? but this to my Knowledge no Man Objects; for they allow Jod vere 
it in & Banners and Coins and ſuch civil reſpe&ts, Is there any Thing median aut in 
blameable in the thing ſignified? But that without all Controverſie N. Beza 
is a moſt religious ms What is it then which is ſo offenſive in the 1 : 
Croſs? They tell us plainly, that f tho it be the Word of God that e Crete 


we ſhould not be aſhamed of the Croſs of Chriſt, yet it is got the Word of 3. 

God that we ſhould be put in Remembrance and Obſervation of it by two . c. l. 7. 

Lines drawn a-crols : And a little before; this bringeth in a new Word p. 171. 

into the Church, But I hope my Brethren wil conſider that we uſe it 

not as a thing neceſſary, but only as a thing indifferent; And it hath 

been declared. that the Church may appojnt things indifferent, which 
8 2 
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„ate not commanded in the Word; and yet this-is'not'to' bring in # 


(a)T. C. 16, ef a new Word. But they think that this is to (a) mingle the Inven- 


92 Luke 1:59, not as a part of Baptiſm. In the old Law they named the ( Child 
O. 


(e) cal. Ep. tion of Man with the Sacraments of God ? The Church of (e) Geneva 
302. 


(d) Adm. & T. 
C. Vide Arch. 


GR p. 677. perly is a (e) Sign and a Seal of the Righteouſn'ſs of Faith, that is, of 


* Gal. 3. 13. to believe in a crucityd God. But the true Chriſtians rejoiced & in 
" * * the Croſs of Chriff; that is, in Chriſt crucified, not only in Chriſt ri- 


| +7. c. tb. x, it in their Foreheads, f to teſtifie that they weye not therefore aſham'd of 
pag. 170. the ſame Gad. And this the great Controler of our Church confeſſeth 
* Ibidem. to be done of a * good Mind to keep amongſt them an open Profeſſion of 


wards abuſed and perverted to Evil. For Ceremonies depend upon 
the Doctrine, eſpecially of the Free- grace of God andMerits of — 
5 Þ | | | — 80 


So longasithis Doctrine is preſervedpire, the Ceremony is pure, 
chene declineth, the Ceremony is perverted: and there - os 
fore Goulartius affirmeth that the Old Chrijtzans did uſe the Sign of + G11 Annot. 
the Croſs without Superſtition, becauſe the Doctrine of the Merits of in Cyp. * 
Cbrift preſerved; them from Error, which afterward crept in. When the Demet. c 19. 
Doctrine was corrupted, no marvel if the Ceremony were defiled, as | 
it came to paſs in Popery. where it was very ſcandalouſly abuſed:But 
if it were ſcandalous only in reſpect of the Abuſe, then the Abuſe be- 
ing removed, the Scandal it ſelf is likewiſe removed. Now can any 
Man ſay, that it is abuſed in the Church of England? For do we a- 
dore it with Divine Worſhip 2 All the World may know that we 

deteſt and abhor all ſuch Abomination. Do we ſuperſtitiouſſy aſcribe 
any Grace or Virtue unto it ? Let our very Enemies be our Judges. 
And ſurely if the Purity of Doctrine preſerve from Superſtition, then 
who can accuſe the Church of England, wherein the Doctrine of 
Chriſt is ſo purely taught as e ver it was in any Church upon the face 
of the Earth ſince the Apoſtles time? But perad venture they will ſay, 
that our Church doth uſe it ſcandalouſly in reſpect of ſome Circurm- * 
ſtances of Time, Perſon or Place. Indeed we uſe it in the Church at 
the time of Baptiſm, as our Forefathers have done before us, which 
liv'd either in or near the Apoſtolick Age: But that we uſe it ſcanda- 
loufly, we utterly deny. For who are they which are ſcandaliz d? 

They * anſwer. that the Papiſts are ſome weak and ſome obſtinate: + In the un- 
Weak, which have made ſome ſtep to the Goſpel, and yet are not folding of the 
fully ſcour'd from their former ruſt : And theſe (as is imagin'd) think Popes Attire 
that the Sacraments get Reverence. by the Ceremonies, as namely by made by cer- 
the Croſs and Surplice: And that they want ſomething. they ſhould _ —— . 
have, where theſe are not uſed, In which Error they are ſaid to be I 7 ppp 1 

ſtrengthen d by our uſing of them. And the Stubborn and Obſtinate Arch. Hie 
do hereby take Occaſion (as is ſuppoſed) toblaſpheme the Geſbel, and 2352. i 
ta hope that the reſt of their Trumpery ſhall like wiſe in time be re- 

ceived. And by this means they grow harden'd and frozen in their 

dregs. But if the Papiſts be weak and not wiltul, there is great hope Beza Ep. 8. 

that as they have already made ſome ſtep from popiſh Opinions by 

means of good Inſtruction; ſo theſe filly Imaginations maylikewile 

by the like means in time be remov'd. For this doth not inforce = 

any aboliſhing of Ceremonies, but it requireth more Diligence in 

Inſtruction. And for the ſtubbornPapiſts which ſtop their Ears againſt 
all Inſtruction, we need not regard them. When the Phariſees were 
diſpleas d with the Diſciples of Chriſt for eating with unwaſhed 
Hands, Chriſt render'd a ſufficient Reaſon in Defence of their fact; 
but the Phariſees notwithſtanding were offended; then Chriſt an- 
ſwer' d: + Let them alone, they be blind Leaders of the blind, and if the | Matt. 15. 14. 
blind lead the blind, both ſhall fall into the Ditch, This may be apply'd 
to our Papiſis, which being blind themſelves, 80 about to corrupt o- 
thers with their blind Opinions; ww we will let them alone, and re- 
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40 Of Scandal. 
turn to our weak Brethren: To whom Beza anſwereth; That it iu 
a vain Thing to pretend Weakneſs in that Kingdom where the Goſpel hath 
been already ſo many Tears both preached and received, and confirmed 
zy the Blood 4 ſo many moſt excellent Martyrs. But the Godly are 
much griey*d at our Ceremonies : Surely it is great pity that the 

God ly ſhould be-griev'd at that which is lawful: Our Intent is not 


to grieve them, but rather that we may go with them Hand in Hand, 


* Beza in vita and do our Duty with all Joy and Comfort: At * Geneva ſome god- 
Calvini. ly Brethren were griev'd at the Wafer-cake, yet they did not there- 
| fore cancel the Publick Conſtitutions of their Church, but Calvin did. 
inſtruc the weak in the Nature of Things Indifferent, and ſo they 

learned toComfort and Content themſelves. If they urge us with the 

F Mat, 18. 6. Qing of our Saviour; + Whoſoever ſhall sffend one of theſe little ones, 
which believeth in me; it were better for him that a Milſtone were hang- 

ed about his Neck, and that he were drowned in the Depth of the Sea; it 

may be anſwer'd, that Chriſt ſpeaketh of ſuch Offenders as by their 
own defaults gave Offence unto others,and therefore Calvinupon this 

+ Mat. 18. Place dothexcellently define Scandal (given) + Si quis noſtra culpa vel 
impingit, vel abducitur a redo curſu, vel tardatur, eum dicimur offen- 

dere: Now if any be offended with our Ceremonies, it is their own 

Fault, and not to be imputed to the Church of — Neither is 

a Church bound upon every pretended Offence, preſently to alter her 

publick Decrees; for that were nothing elſe but ridiculous Levity. 

Indeed it is the Duty of every Church, carefully to provide that no- 

thing be decreed which may Miniſter juſt occaſion of Offence: And 

likewiſe to eſtabliſh herCeremonies with ſuch ſufficient Cautions and 

Clearneſs of Doctrine, as may prevent ſo far as is poſſible all ſiniſter 
Conſtructions and taking of Offence: Which Points are already in 

ample manner perform d by the Church of England. But it will be 

reply'd, That many Things are lawful which are not expedient ; 
| Meats offered to Idols were lawful, yet Evil to him that eateth of- 

fenſively. So our Garments may be lawful, * Evil to him that 

weareth them offenſively. So the Croſs may be lawful, yet Evil to 

them that uſe it offenſively. And tho the Offence cometh by the 

Weakneſs of our Brother, yet Charity binds us to refrain from that 
+ 1 Cor. 8. 13. which offendeth our Brother. And they ſtand much upon Paul's 

Proteſtation: That he would eat no Fleſh ſo long as the World ſtandeth, 
rather than he would offend his Brother, The Anſwer whereunto may 

be this; that the Caſe is unlike: For firſt thoſe Meats lows 7 
Paul doth ſpeak, were Matters of Private Action of common Life: 
But we ſpeak of the Publick Ceremonies of our Church. 2dly, St. 
Paul was at his own Choice, no Law reſtraining his Liberty; but our 
Ceremonies are commanded by lawful Authority. Thirdly, St. Paul 
by forbearing Fleſh did E ice none but himſelf; but we in for- 

bearing the Ceremonies ſhould prejudice the Authority of the Prince. 


Fourthly, St. Paul's Practice did further, and not hinder the Courſe of 
is 
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his Miniſtry: but as the Caſe now ſtandeth, our refuſal of Ceremonies 

might be a means to ſilence our ſelves, and to ſtop the courſe of our 
preaching, which is a Duty ſo neceſſary, that it may not be omitted, 
no not for fear of a Scandal. Fifthly, though the eating of thoſe 
Meats were offenſive to ſome, yet the not eating we do not find to 
have been offenſive to any: But in our Ceremonies ſome are offend- 
ed becauſe they are uſed, and ſome are offended becauſe they are not 
uſed, and that more juſtly, becauſe the not uſing of a thing ſo com- 
manded is diſobedience to the Prince, and may provea very ſcanda- 

Jous and pernicious Example. If they ſay, that Charity bindeth me 
to reſpect the one; I anſwer, that the ſame Charity bindeth me to 
regard the other ; and Duty bindeth me to honour and obey my 
Prince. Wherefore in a mixt Congregation what ſhallI do ? for both 
will be offended : The one if I uſe them, the other if I uſe them not. 
Surely in ſuch a caſe I think it my Part, after fervent Prayer, diligent 
Study, and Chriſtian Conference, to conſult with mine own Con- 
ſcience; and finding the thing commanded to be no way contrary 
to the Word of God, I will hold it my Duty to obey my Prince. And 
as for thoſe which ſhall be offended with my fact, I will in theSparit 
of Meekneſs, both publickly and privately, render them a reaſon of 
my doing, inſtructing them from time to time in the Doctrine of 

things Indifferent, and the Duty of a Subject to his Prince. But if 
they will not be thus ſatisfy'd,if they refuſe to hearken, and ſtill con- 
tinue {tiff in their own Opinions, let them take heed left the Saying ; 

. of Aquinas may be apply'd unto them : Concerning the * Scandal of Aquin. in 
little ones, (faith he) we muſt obſerve that for the avoiding thereof, a © ad Rom. c. 
Man is bound to defer the uſe of lawful things ſo long, till the Scandal 14. leck. 2. 
may be remoꝛ d by a maſon render'd : But if the 8 0 being render d, 
the Scandal do ſtill remain, now it ſeemeth not to proceed of Ignorance or 
Infirmity, but of Malice : And ſo ſhall belong to the Scandal f Phariſees, 

36. Moreover ſome are ſo tender that they are offended not only 
at things formerly abuſed, but even at the Names of vaniſhed Abuſes. 
The * Months of theYear were ſometimes dedicated to heathenIdols, * Ifidor. l. s. 
this very Month, wherein I ſpeak, to + Juno; the * Diys to the cap. 33. 
Planets, this very Day to the Sun. Our + Chronicles teſtifie thatIVed.. T Cenſor, de 
deſday and Friday were ſo called of Woden and Frea, the Idols of the ne aſe © 32s 
Saxons, All thoſe Names were impoſed and abuſed to Idolatry : But * 1dor: 4. 5: 
ſhall we therefore think that all that uſe theſe Names ſp:ak ſcan- +M 1 4 
dalouſly by countenancing Idolatry? It may be that ſome of our 4 5 2 5 . 
Churches called by the Names of Saints, had their Names not only Anglia 410 1. 
as Memorials, but were alſo ſuperſtitiouſly dedicated to the Honour *  * 
of Saints, and ſhall it therefore now be imagined that the very uſe 
of theſe Names is a ſcandalous Point? God forbid. The Superſti- 
tion and Idolatry are wornaway, the Names remain only as civil 
Names, and may be ſo uſed for diſtinction ſake, as may be juſtified 

by Scripture, For the Prophet Daniel was called * — ac- Dan. 4. 5, 

| cording 


Names of vaniſhed Abuſes. 
. cording to the Name of the God of Nebwchodowſer, yet the Prophet 
inſpir d by the Spirit of God, ſpeaking of himſelf, calleth himſelf 
Pan. 4. 16. * Belteſhazzar, The Cit of Athens was ſo nam d of Pallas, and 
+ Acts 17. 19. therein was a Street called the Street of F Mars, both which Names 
proceeded from Idolatry ; yet who can accuſe St. Lułe of ſpeaking 
ſcandalouſly in calling the City Athens, and the Street the Street of 
Mars ? St. Paul ſailed in a Ship of Alexandria whoſe Badge was 
Adds 28. 11, Caſtor and Pollux,which (as St. f Chriſoftome truly obſerveth) were 
+ Chriſoſt. in Idols. Yet St. Les Pen did not write ſcandalouſſy in deſcribing 
AR, the Ship by the Names of Caſtor and Pollux. Neither was it a ſcan- 
dalous Point in St. Paul to fail in the Ship, for St. Luke uſed the 
Name only hiſtorically as a civil Name of Diſtinction, and St. Paul 
knew that the Earth is the Lord's and all that therein is. And there- 
fore in the Tempeſt he did not invocate Caftor and Pollux, but the 
true God. Wherefore the Names of Times, Places, and Perſons, 
{candalouſly impos'd,may be uſed for diſtinction ſake without Scan- 
dal. Many take offence at their Brethren for uſing the Names of 
Chriſtmas, Candlemas, and the like; as though it were a ſcandalous 
piece of Popery : But admit that theſe Feſtivities had their Names of 
the Maſs, (tho ſome learned Men are of another Opinion) yet ſuppoſe 
it were ſo; thoſe that are offended with this Word Chriſtmas, as 
favouring Popery, might be offended with Belteſhaxxar as favouring 
Paganiſm. But they will ſay, it reneweth the Memory of the abo- 
minable Maſs; be it ſo, and withal it may renew the Memory of our 
_ Delivery from the Maſs. So the Names of the Days of the Week may 
put us in Mind how this Land was ſometimes drowned in Paga- 
niſm: And the ſame may put us in mind how, it hath pleaſed God 
to deliver us from Paganiſm. Wherefore though Men in ſuch 
points may uſe their Liberty, yet in ſuch peremptory manner to 
or their Brethren is againſt Charity. And thus much of 
ndal. | X 
The Sixth Ob- 37. Laſtly, they propels us the pattern of Reform'd Churches, 
jectin. which have rejected theſe Ceremonies, as though it were our Duty 
therein to follow them. The Words of the Admonition are theſe : 
| Is a Reformation good for France, And can it be Evil for England? 
Is Diſcipline meet for Scotland, and is it unprofitable for this Realm? 
Surely God hath ſet theſe Examples before 1-4 Eyes to encourage 
you, Oe. Concerning the Reformed Churches, I leech God to 
pour his Bleſſings and Spirit upon them, and make- them like the 
Thouſands of Manaſſes, and theTenThouſands of Ephraim. It is true, 
they. have rejected ſome Ceremonies which we retain ; the Things 
were indifferent, and they have uſed their Chriſtian Liberty in refu- 
ſing them: And we the like Liberty in uſing them. But why ſhould 
we be bound to their Example? Indeed in the ſame Nation, and 
under the ſameGovernment, it is fit there ſhould bean Uniformity ; 
and therefore whereas the Jews in the Provinces kept the 23 ot 
i 4 urim 


of England; which in treating of Ceremonies, fait 
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1 


Purim upon the Fourteenth Day of the Month Adar, and the Jews 


in Shuſban upon the Fifteenth; Mordochens authoriſed by the King Eſther 9. 21. 


reduced them to an Uniformity, by injoining them both Days. But 
diverſity of Rites in divers Churches independent. doth no harm, 
where there is an Unity of Faith: It only ſhews that the King's 


Daughter, ſo that ſhe be glorious within, may be clothed with Gar- 

ments of changeable Colours. Let we cannot but maryel that añaen 
will urge us toConformity withForeignChurches to which we owe 
no Subjection, and will not conform themſelves to their own Mo- 
ther the Church of England, in whoſe Boſom they live, and whereof 


they are Members, But to whom ſhall we conform our ſelves, and 


whoſe Pattern ſhall we follow? For the reformed Churches differ 
done from another, as hath been in part declared in their Celebration 
of Holidays. Peradventure they will ſay that we muſt follow the 
beſt. But how ſhall we know which are beſt, unleſs the Reformed 
Churches would have a general Meeting in a publick Council, and 
make us a final Determination? and yet peradventure that would 
not be void of Inconvenience; for that might be beſt for one, which 
is not beſt for another. If in this cafe we ſhould be ty d to follow w- 
the moſt antient, then Geneva it ſelf muſt be caſt in another Mould, . 
which our Reprovers will not allow to be of equal Perfection. But 
whatſoever our Reformers ſay, it is clear that they have always one 
Eye fix d upon the face of Geneva, yet Geneva hath ſome Popiſh Or- 
ders (it you call all Orders popiſh which have been us d inPopery)as - 
well as we; as hath been declared in their Cuſtom of Godfathers 
and Godmothers ; and ſome popiſh Orders they keep, which are noet 


impos'd upon us in the Church of England, as the Wafer- cake, which 


was more ſcandalouſly abuſed in Popery, than any thing that we en- 
Join, yea than the Croſs it ſelf, For the Wafer Cake was not only . 
made an Idol, but ſuch an Idol as did aboliſh the very Subſtance of it ſhall fuffice + 
the Lord's N N but the Croſs howſoe ver it was abuſed, yer it that the Bread 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm ; but the Subſtance re- be ſuch as is u- 
mained wholly, even in the Darkneſs of Popery. Moreover Calvin ſually to be 
himſelf GO ws re oye that other Churches ſhould follow their = ay bug | 
; 1 1 | able, Oc. 
amy | ut profeſſeth that it is againſt Equity & that theChurch of ns as. 
nels (faith he) is a moſt miſchievous Plague, when we would have put ee "I 
the manner of one Church to prevail in place of an Univerſal Law, 1 Cf . 0 


did not dimini 


Geneva ſhould prejudice others. And again, ſuch a kind of + Froward- 


E 


In which Point, ſingular is the Wiſdom and 1 of the Church c -far a 


* In theſe OA » 


Þ. ad Gall. # 
Treatiſe. of 


Doings we condemn no other Nations, nor preſcribe any Thing but to our Ceremonics. - 


own People only: For we think it convenient, that every Country ſhould 
. ſuch Ceremontes as they ſhall think beſt ts the ſeti ing forth of God: 
Honour and Glory, &c. And although Helvetian and French Cities 
follow the Fabrick of Geneva, and ſhould find it commodious, yet 
= the 
Church 


that will not prove that it is either neceſſary or convenient 
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44 One Church nat tied 


to the Futtern of another. 
Church of England, For there is great difference between a popular 
State and an abſolute Kingdom; Between {ſmall Territories and am- 
ple Dominions: Between the School of Geneva and the renown d 
Univerſities of Oxford and Cambridge. Neither is any Man to be 
offended with the Diverſity of Ceremonies in divers Countries; for 
* Eccleſ. biſt. as * Socrates declareth, thoſe antient Churches which embraced the 
lib, 5. cap. 21. {ame Religion had notwithſtanding Variety of Ceremonies. And 
+ Gregepiftlib. it is well faid of + Gregory, In una le nihil officit ſanctæ eceleſiæ conſu- 
42 5 5 etudo diverſa, Moreover Saint Augustins Mother, having uſed 
ro #- When ſhe was in Africk to faſt upon the Satzrday, * and coming to 
lan. Milan where that was not obſerved , was doubtful what to do: 
Whereupon her Son Auguſt in asked St. Ambroſe, who anſwered : 
When 1am here at Min, I do not faſt upon the Saturday: And when 
I am at Rome I faſt upon the Saturday: And unto what Church ſoever 
you ſhall come, keep the Cuſtom of it, if yon be willing neither to take nor 
give Scandal. And St. Auguſtin ad viſed 8 15 when there are 
divers Cuſtoms in the ſame Countrey, to follow them to whom the 
+ Epiſcopo tuo in Regimen of the People is committed, and tot conform himſelf to 
bac re ndlireſi-his own Biſhop. Wherefore it appeareth firſt, that divers Countries 
ere, & quod profeſſing the ſame Religion, may have divers Ceremonies, Se- 
facit ipſe ſe cond ly, that in Churches independent, one Is not bound of Nece(- 
ullo ſcrupulo vel ſity to follow another. Thirdly, that it is the Duty of every pri- 
diceptatione ſe- vate Man to conform himſelf to the laudableCuſtoms of the Church 
Gare, Aug. ibid. herein he liveth. Hitherto we have ſeen Archers ſhooting at the 
Church of Exgland, but God is her Buckler, and the Almighty is her 
Gen. 49, Protection. * So her Bow abideth ſtrong, and the Hands of her Arms 
are ſtrengthned by the Hands of the Almighty God of Jacob. And thus 
far of the Confutation. 
The Exhorta- 38. And now my dear Brethren, let me exhort you in the Name 
tion. of the Lord Jeſus, to perform all Holy Obedience to God and the 
. Prince. For what is it which with-holdeth you from the chearful 
Diſcharge of ſo gracious a Duty? If the ſuppoſed Blemiſhes of our 
Church be Inconveniences only, how dare you diſturb the Peace of 
the Church for bare Inconveniences 2 The Communion Bread of + 
Bez. in vita Geneva ſeemed inconvenient to Calvin: Yet he adviſed his Friends 
Calvin. not to make any Tumult for a Thing Indifferent : And the ſame Coun- 
ſel which he gave to others, he follow'd himſelf. In another Place 
* * Calv. epiſt. the * Bells at Burial did ſeem inconvenient, yet Calvin wiſhed 
them if it could not be obtained that the Prince would remit it, yet not 
to be clamorous or contentious for ſuch a Matter, In another Place 
+ Cal.ep. the Holidays and other Ceremonies did ſeem inconvenient, and 
Malam /, Calvin being asked, returned this anſwer, that + Tho a Thing impoſed 
 trabat, quia ta- houſd bring Offence and draw Matters of foul Conſequence after it, yet 
men per ſeverbotf in it ſelf it be not repugnant to God's Word, it may be yielded unto, 
deinon repugnateſpecially where the greater part prevaileth, in which caſe he that is only a 
concedi poteſi, Member of that Body can proceed no further, In England that Learned 


and 
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and bleſſed Martyr M. Hopper, being elected Biſhop in King Edward's | 
timedid vchemently 1 the f wearing of his E piſcopal Ornaments, T AF. & monu-— | 
but Calvin did counſel him not to ſtand ſo ſtifly againſt the cap and ment. 
the rochet. And Calvin anſwering to certain Queſtions of Diſcipline. * Calv. epiſt. 
profeſſeth that he miſliketh the frowardneſs of thoſs Men which for * 20. 4e pile 
light ſcruples ear from the publick Conſent : And he proteſted to the f linea 17 * 3 
Engliſh Church at + Frankford, that in external Rites' be did ſhew _— f 1 
himſelf eaſie and flixible. Wherefore T with that you which in other 3% J non * | 
things ſo magnitic and admire the Perſon of Calvin, would in this ages ipſumpug- | 
point follow the ſound ſudgment, grave Counſel, and tractable diſpo- ne, jdque nu- | 
ſition of Calvin, But if you ſuppoſe thoſe things which are impoſed per ſuadebam, © | 
upon you to beImpieties: Then you diſſent f mM. Calvin, who tho I Cal. ep. 30. 
he cen many things in our Church ſomewhat + ſharply, yet he* Cal. ep. 200. 
confeſſed that there was no manifeſt Impiety, and therefore the ſup- T Didem. 
pore Blemiſhes of our Church he accounted and termed tolerable : ; 
at if you elteem them intolerable; remember you are Men, conſi- 
der that you may be deceived, and therefore examine your Grounds 
again and again without Partiality, and carry this Chriſtian Mind, to 
forſake your ſelves to follow the Truth, If you be led by Example, 
and pin your Judgment upon other Men's Sleeves, you muſt be con- 
tent to be told what an Injury you do to the Church of England in 
ſuffering the Opinions of private Men to over-ballance with you 
the publick Determination of ſuch a National Church. But if you 
will needs look uponExamples,then behold the former Examples of 
Calvin, and of that glorious Martyr Maſter Hooper, who tho? he did 
long withſtand, yet was not ſo wedded to his own Opinion, but 
that at laſt after long Conference, he reformed himſelf, and yielded 
to the publick Judgment of the Church of England, — 
32. If you rely upon Reaſons artificially deduced, are they preba- 
ble or demonſtrative ? If probabilities only, what truth is there in the 
World ſo ſound, but a carpingWit may find ſomeProbabilities againſt 
it? The Holy Fare hath been oppugned, tho” without all truth 
et with ſome Probability. And Reaſon it ſelf can borrow aReaſon from 
ature,to Reaſon againſt Faith. But how ſhall the Conſtience of a Sub- 
ject be diſcharged in Gilobering theCommandment of hisPrince up- 
on deceivable Probabilities? Indeed, if you can produce any one 
neceſſary and demonſtrative Reaſon to prove that the things impoſed ö 
upon you are contrary toGod's Word, then it muſt needs be confeſſed | 
that you are bound inConſclence to refrain: For we muſt rather obey 
God thanMan. But what if you think a reaſon to be neceſſary when it 
is not? May not you be taken for ſuch as have unneceſſarily troubled 
the Church of God? Your reaſons out of Scripture againſt our Orders, 
when they come to the ſcanning, prove no ſuchMatters of Neceſſity as 
vou pretend. As J e thee places which you urge in ſuch pe- 
temptory manner for the lay *Presbytery,wherein conſiſteth theLife, 


and Soul of your deſired Dilcipline: Aud whoſoever ſhall examine 1 


46 


The erroneous On rence muſt be ref med. 


the Quotations of your Admonitions to the Parliament, ſhall find 


them in ſome part violations of God's Holy Word. What is it to 


abuſe the Majeſty of Scripture, if this be not ? 


* Rom. 14. 14. 


40. But perad venture you will reply, that howſoever your Argu- 
ments be in themſelyes, yet to you they ſeem invincibly to conclude 
our Orders to be unlawful: According to the ſaying of St. Paul. I + 


know and am perſwaded through the Lord Jeſus, that there is nothing an- 


clean of it ſelf, but unto him that judgeth an Thing to be unclean, to him 


it it unclean. In regard whereof, many of you pretend that the con- 
formity required is againſt your Conſcience: But beware leſt this 


Conſcience prove an erroneousConſcience. If you ſay that an erroneous 


Conſcience bindeth ſo far, that whatſoever is done again it is Sin in 
the Doer, and therefore tho? Conformity in it ſelf were lawful, yet 
becauſe you judge it unlawful, in you it were Sin: If this be your re- 
ply, then tell me I pray you, whether the Error of the Conſcience 


take away theSinof theSoul in diſobeying the lawfulCommandmenc 


vehement Affirmations 


0 


ö 


j 


oflawful Authority? If it be clear that it do not, becauſe Tranſgreſſi- 
on is Tranſgreſſion, and Sin is Sin, tho an erroneous Conſcience cry a 
Thouſand times to the contrary. Then ſee I beſeech you into what 
Perplexities you caſt your ſelves. If you ſhould conform, you tell us 
that you ſhould Sin, becauſe it is againſt your Conſcience ; and if you 
do not conform, we muſt tell you that you Sin, becauſe it is unjuſtifi- 
able Diſobedience. Thus if your Conſcience upon juſt Trial ſhall prove 
erroneous, you are every way inſnared and intangled : But i you 
ſtand upon the clearing of your Conſcience, as tho it were void of 
all Error, then let it fo 17 by the Holy Scripture, and let not ſuch 
15 be ſupported by ſuch weak and feeble induce- 
ments. It behoveth you which withſtand the Ceremonies eſtabliſhed 
by the Sacred Authority of ſuch a religious Prince, and ſuch a Nati- 
onal Church, to ſtand upon ſuch pregnant and infallible Proofs, as 


| may undoubted ly perſwade theConſcience that the things command- 
ed are unlawful: Or if you cannot, then (without all Queſtion) you 
are bound in Conſcience to reform yourConſcience,or at leaſt to ſuſ- 


d your Judgment. But how ſhall this be done? If heretofore you 
ve fixed both Eyes upon the one ſide, vouchſafe now to caſt one 
Eye upon the Learning, Wiſdom, and Gravity of the other. If here- 


tofore you have greedily devoured the Books of the one, vouchſafe 


now without Prejudice to read and conſider what is ſaid by the other. 
If heretofore you have looked upon your own Reaſons thro the Va- 

pour of afedion, and therefore have conceived them to be greater 
and goodlier than in Truth they were: Diſpel now all Mitts and 
Clouds of Partiality, and pray to God in Humility, that his precious 
Truth they ſhine unto you. If you do thus, then perad venture thoſe 
reaſons which heretofore ſeem'd Giants in your Eyes, may prove 
like littleDwarfs.and thoſe which heretofore obtruded. themſelves, to 


a mind ſophiſticate with Partiality as Demonſtrations, may perhaps 


appear 


Hunility to be inte. 


F 
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Collections. And for the better Performance, let me entreat you 


to have always one Eye fixed upon the Nature of things Indifferent, 


and the other upon the Duty of a Subject to his Sovereign. + 


41. Some Men will fay that they could be content to yield, but 


only becauſe they have fo long withſtood by Preaching and Fracti- 
{ing the contrary. Thoſe Men in fo faying, approve the Orders of 


theChurch of England for lawful, and condemn their own former and 


preſentReſiſtancè for unlawful : And therefore if they carry ſo tender 
2 Conſcience as they pretend, why then do they not leave that Diſ- 
obedience which theirConſcience judgeth unlawful, and imbrace that 
obedience which they know to be lawful ? But they imagine that in 
ſo doing theirCredit ſhould be blemiſhed with a note of Inconſtancy. 

As tho it were any Credit to be conſtant in evil Things, or any diſ- 
credit to change for the better. Indeed a good Name is a precious 

ointment., and a good report is much to be regarded: But if theQue- 
ſition come between you and the Prince, the Church, and the Laws 
under which you live, L hope it is no diſparagement for you, to bow, 
to bend, and to learn Obedience. And I would with that ſuch Men 

which ſet ſo high a price upon their own Reputation would propoſe 


unto themſelves the Example of St. Paul, Who ſought not his own * 1Cor. 10. 33. 


Profit, but the profit of many, that they might be ſaved. Lo ſeek the 
good of any other is Charity. To ſeek the Glory of Chriſt is Piety. 
To prefer our own Credit before our Obedience to the Prince in a 
Matter of this Nature is Pride and Arrogancy. Behold the gracious: 
Humility of Fob, + Lo Iwill lay my Hand upon my Mouth, I have ſpo- 
ken once yet will 1 anſwer no more; yea twice, 22 will I proceed no fur- 


ther, Of all the famous Works of Saint Auſtin not one of them hath 
purchaſed him greater Glory, than his * Retractations, wherein he * Aug. 'etrac. 
diligently collecteth his former Errors, and ingenuouſly reformeth lib. 2. cap. 18. 


them. Yea Saint Auſtin having followed Saint Cyprian inexpounding 
a place of deigeute⸗ and afterwards finding a better Expoſition in 
e © the Donatiſt, did forſake both Cyprian — bimſelt, and 
thought it noDiſcredit to revoke his former Opinion. If you have the 


Fumility of Saint Auſtin, you would rather ſeek Jeſus Chriſt than 


your own Credit. And ſuch Ingenuous Dm would be honou- 


rable in the Eyes of true Judgment. If Saint Auſtin forſook his own 
Errors to follow a Truth diſcovered by a Donatiſt, how much more 


ſhould you imbrace the Truth, being diſcovered unto you by the 
Reverend Fathers of our Church? nd err „i 

42. Some perhaps will ſay, they could be content in reſpect of 
themſelves, but they refrain in regard of the People. But who are 
they which have ſo miſperſwaded the People? Have not ſundry of 
you in open Audience diſgraced the Government of our Church as 
Antichriſtian, and advanced your own deſired Diſcipline, as the Or- 
dinance of God? Have you not ned the Conceits of the People to 


2 imagine 


+ Job 39. 38. 


l 
* 
* 


— 
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: ſJohn 21. 15. 


| * x Cor. 9. 16 
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of 


: imagine that they verily behold and ſee the whole Current of the 


Scripture running that way? Have not your Invectives againſt the 
Church of England been as a burning Fire in their Boſom ? There- 
fore it behoveth you which heretofore have been Ring-leaders to 
Diſobedience, hereafter to ſhew your ſelves perſwaders and patterns 
of Obedience: And as heretofore being miſled your ſelves, you have 
miſſed others; ſo being reſolved your ſelves, it is your Duty to re- 
ſolve others. And our Hope is, that thoſe which are otherwiſe 
minded, the Lord will in time reveal it unto them. For the Fur- 
therance whereof, I wiſh my Brethren of the Miniſtry would con- 
ſider theſe Inducements following. | | 

43. Firſt, the Charge which Chriſt gave to Peter, + Peter, doſt 
tho live me ? Feed my Lambs, &c. If the Love of the Lord Jeſus be 
in you, forſake not the Lambs which he hath bought with his pre- 
cious Blood. Will you leave a matter of Subſtance, for a matter of 
Ceremony? A Matter of Neceſſity for a matter of Indifferency? Alas 
dearly beloved, * there is a Neceſſity laid upon us, and woe be to me 
if I preach not the Goſpel. A grave and learned Divine, and one 
that favour'd your Reformation, would ſometimes demand, (as I 
have been inform'd by a Miniſter of his Acquaintance ) whether a 
Gold Ring were to be refus'd for a Straw cleaving unto it? So his 


Judgment was, that as the Gold Ring is rather better without the 


Straw, ſo the Goſpel were better without the Ceremonies ; yet he 
did not compare our Ceremonies to Venom or Poiſon, which might 
make the Gold Ring to be refus'd, but only to a Straw : So he 


thought them matters of ſome Inconvenience, but not of any infe- 
 Rious or dangerous Conſequence. If you my Brethren will but ob- 
ſerve this Moderation, then I truſt you will not forſake the Preaching 
of the Goſpel, which is a Ring of Gold; although there were cleav- 


+ Rom. 13. 1. 


ing unto it a Ceremony (as it were) of Straw. 


44. Secondly, remember the Commandment of God: + Let eve- 
ry Soul be ſubject to the higher Powers, Behold the Face of our gra- 
cious Sovereign, and conſider what a Grief it muſt needs be unto 
him, to ſee thoſe which are indued with Learning and Virtue, not 
to have learned the Virtue of Obedience. We all acknowledge him 
to be Supreme Governour over all Perſons and Cauſes Eccleſiaſti- 


cal and Temporal : Is he Governour of all Perſons, and fhall he 


not govern you? Do you acknowledge him Governour over all 
Cauſes and ſhall he not appoint you whether your Garments ſhall 
be black or white, round or ſquare? Shall we teach the People 


Obedience, and be our ſelves Examples of Diſobedience? I pray 


you be adviſed in your Courſes, and wiſely weigh with your ſelves 
that Solemn Oath which you have taken to the Prince's Supremacy 
when you received Degrees Academical, or holy Orders Miniſte- 
rial, or any Inſtitution to ſpiritual Promotion in the Church of Eng. 
land, and conſider without Partiality, whether theſe your Proceed- 
ings be correſpondent to your Oath or no. 45. Third- 


wa 
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45. Thirdly, regard your Mother the Church of England ſo wailing 
and wringing her Hands to fee ſuch Diſtraction in her own Bowels, 
ſuch gloriousStars to loſe their Light, ſuch Links to be broken off from 
her golden Chain, O what a Rent, what a grievous Rent is made in 
the unſeamed Coat of JeſusChriſt ? you refuſe the Croſs and Surplice - 
for fear of a Scandal, but this renting of the Church is indeed a Scan- | 
dal, a moſt heavy and lamentable Scandal. And this is told in & Gath 2 Sam. 1. 20. 
an; publiſhed in the Streets of Askalon, it makes the Daughters of the 
Philiſtines rejoice,and the Daughters of the Uncircumciſed Triumph. 
For the Papiſts ſport themſelves and clap their Hands, while the god- 
ly grieve and mourn in Sion. The Scripture ſpeaking of the Debate . 
between the Servants of Abraham and Lot, doth add, that the + Cana- F Gen. 13. 7. 
anites and the Perixzites dwelt then in the Land; to fignihe that tho 
their Contention in it ſelf was evil, yet it was worſe becauſe the E- 
nemies of God which would rejoice at it, were then in the Land. So 
beloved, Iſay unto you, theſe Contentions are evil in themſelves, but 
the worſe, becauſe the Papiſt is now in the Land. He delighteth 
bimſelf, and through your Strifes taketh Occaſion to blaſpheme our 
Religion. He deviſeth and plotteth to undermine both Church and 
Common- wealth, while we are contending one with another. And 
as you rejoice the Papiſts, ſo you encourage the Browniſts, who build 
their Concluſions upon your Premiſes, and put your Speculations in 
Practice. For have not your Ringleaders proclaimed, that our Go- 
vernment by Biſhops is Popiſh ; our Liturgy Popiſh; our miniſtring 
of Baptiſm with the Croſs Popiſh; our kneeling at the Communion. 
Popith ; cur Garments for publick Adminiſtration Popiſh; our Ho- 
lidays Popiſh; and almoſt every thing Popiſh 2 Wheiefore theBrow- 
niſts having learned that the Pope is Antichriſt, and the preſent Church 
of Rome Babylon; and hearing a Voice from Heaven crying * go out-* Rev. 18. 4. 
of her my People, that you be not Partakers in her Sins, and that ye taſt | 
not of her Plagues; have upon your former Premiſes gathered a pra- 
ctical Conclution,and made an actual Separation and Rent from the 
Church of England, And ſurely my Brethren, as they had their O- 
riginal from your Poſitions, ſo now they are ſtrengthened by your 
Practices: For they may well think that ſuch learned and vertuous 
Men, ſo famous and renowned Preachers, knowing a Woe pronoun 
ced againſt them if they preach not the Goſpel, would never ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be filenced for Matters which they judged Indifferent, and 
therefore they will take it as granted, that the things you ſtick at, 
are in your Opinion ſimply. unlawful. Upon this dangerous Polition 
they will build another ; for if the Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
land, as it is injoined at this Day to be performed, be ſuch as a Mi- 
niſter cannot execute his Function with a good Conſcience: Then 
they conclude, that neither may the People hear it with a good Con- 
ſcience, becauſe their Preſence were an Approbation of it: Thus the 
unquiet Wit of Man, will ill be working, even till it run it lelt 
| upon 


* 
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upon the Rock of his own Deſtruction, "Wherefore (my dear Bre- 
thren) I beſeech you, as you tender the good of the Church to lay 
aſide all contentious Humors. Let there not be found in you a Spi- 
rit of Contrad iction andSingularity ; but follow thoſeThings which 
concern Peace, and where with one may edifie another. Let us con- 
ſider one another, to provoke one another to Love and good Works. 
8 Bend your ſelves to ſettle the quiet of the Church, and keep the u- 
nity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace: Which is rather to be ex- 
pected at your Hands, becauſe the Points in queſtion are the publick 
Conſtitutions of the venerable Convocation, which is the Church 
of England Repreſentative, in whoſe Voice your on Voice is inclu- 
ded. Some perad venture will reply, that if this reaſon be ſound, 
then the Reverend Martyrs in Queen Mary's Time ſhould have ſub- 
ſcribed to Popery, becauſe it was then decreed by the Convocation. 
But I anſwer, there is not the like Reaſon. For againſt their Po- 
piſh Concluſions, the bleſſed Martyrs had evident and neceſſary De- 
monſtrationof Holy Scripture, to which all Decrees of Man muſt 
undoubtedly give Place : But againſt the Orders of our Church, no 
ſuch Demonſtrations can be Produced. Again, the Matters they 
ſtood upon, were ſubſtantial Points of Religion, whereas our Con- 
troverſies are of a lower Nature. And ſurely as probableInducements 
muſt yield to neceſſary, ſo amongſt probable (of which fort are all 
. reaſons deduced from the Authority of Man) the private muſt give 
place to the publick. Will you have the Judgment of Maſter Calvin, 
in this Point alſo 2 Then attend and hear a notable place which was 
touched before, but deſerveth to be pondered again and again, his 
# .Epiſt. 379. Words are theſe : * Quamvis enim quod obtruditur, & ſcandalum af. 
gy ferat, & malam caudam trahat : quia tamen per ſe Dei verbo non repug- 
nat, concedi poteſt maxime ubi major numerus pervincit, quando ei qui 
membrum eſt tanuumillins corporis nulla ratio ſuppetit ulterius pergendi; 
Let it therefore be imagined that our Orders bring ſcandal and draw 
after them a long and foul train of Inconveniences : Yet ſeeing that 
in themſelves conſidered, they are not repugnant to God's word (for 
this ſtill we muſt preſume, till the contrary be proved) and are 
agreed upon by the greater Part, yea, by the ſacred Synod which 1s 
the Church of England Repreſentative, and' that with the Royal 
aſſent of our Sovereign : Surely in the Judgment of Calvin they may 
be yielded unto, by ſuch as are Members of the ſame Church, nei- 
ther in this caſe can they proceed any further. Wherefore my Bre- 
thren I caſt my ſelf down at your Feet, and with tender Tears be- 
ſeech you even in the Bowels of Chriſt Jeſus, that you will ſeek 


N them of whom it is 


Peace and follow after it, and be not like to 

f Rom. 3. 17. ſaid; + The way of Peace they have not known. oo 
dag 46. Fourthly, Look upon thoſe reverend Fathers, and Biſhops of out 
Church, by whoſe Hands and Voices that Bleſſing was poured upon 
you, which made youMinifters of Holy Things; have you not at your 


 Ocdina- 


| 
| 


Ordination made a Promiſe, and at your Inſtitution taken a reve- 
rent Oath of Canonical Obedience? Wherefore let me exhort you 


which have taken this Oath, and being admoniſhed by your Biſſiop, 


oppoſe your ſelves notwithſtanding againſt the laudable Diſcipline 


va 


ok our Church, to enter into your own Souls and uprightly to conſi- 


der, whether while n pretend Conſcience, you do not that which 
is uncomely for Conſcience ? And for our Bithops, O what an An- 
guiſh will it be to their Souls, if thoſe Voices which ordained you, 
0 conſtrained to deprive you? And what a Comfort would it be 
both to them, and to all your Brethren of the as grad if wemight 
joyn together againſt the common Enemy, and be linked in ever- 
laſting Chains of Love one with another? And here moſt reverend 
Fathers, though in your Wiſdom you find it fit that authorized Laws 
be put in Execution, yet remember that the Offenders are your own 
Children in the Lord, and by God's Mercy your aſſiſtants in diſpen- 
ſing the precious Truth of Jeſus Chriſt, and many of them very 
learned and laborious in the Church of God, adorned with mani- 
fold Vertues and Graces of the Spirit, And therefore let all your pro- 
ceedings towards them be with a tender Heart and a tender Hand. 
Conſider the Multitude of Papiſts, and the inſulting of vain-glori- 
ous Jeſuits ; behold how Sin and Iniquity every where abound ; and 
what need the Church hath of their learned Labours: And there- 
fore in the Name of God try all means in Fatherly manner to re- 
duce them, endeavour according to your godly Wiſdom to give them 
full Satisfaction of their Doubts, and to make the Equity of the re- 
quired Subſcription plain and manifeſt unrochem, that their Conſci- 
ences being reſolved, they may proceed as before, in the Work of the 
Lord, for this will tend much to the Glory of God, the good of the 


Church, your own Comfort, and the ſaving of many Thouſand 


Souls. This in all Duty I have adventured to call to your Remem- 
brance moſt Reverend Fathers, in behalf of my Brethren, wherein 


if I ſeem too bold, that Love which cauſed me mult, excuſe me. 

47. Finally, beloved, call to Mind the Flock of Chriſt, that depends 
upon you: Their profiting in Religion was the Comfort of your 
Hearts, your Joy and your Crown, the Seal of your Miniftry ; they 
heard you as the Angels of God, ms as Jeſus Chriſt, and could 
have been content to have plucked out their own Eyes, and have gi- 


ven them to you. And therefore if there be any Love, any Bowels of 


Compaſſion, forſake not the Lambs of Jeſus Chriſt, whereof the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers. For let me tell you, that 
your Love to theFlock ought rather like aGoldenChain to draw you 
than the pleaſing of any particular Man to withdraw you. Which I 
| ſpeak leſt peradventure any of wy Brethren having taſted the ſweet 

Liberality of the Laity, ſhould ſeek rather to fit their Humours than 
to do their own Duty., And here I would exhort the common Peo- 
ple to imploy their Wits rather about Matters of Faith and Repen- 


tance, 


as; 
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ance, than to intermeddle with the Rites of the Chureh: For che 


Kingdom of God coniſiſteth not in theſe External Ceremonies, but 


in Righteouſneſs and Peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, They (hall 


find more Comfort in Prayer to God, in the Works of Charity, and 
mortifying the Deeds of the Fleſh,than in troubling themſelves with 


ſuch fruitleſs Diſputes. And yet in ſome the Mind tranſported with 


Zeal grows very violent, like a Fire in their Bones. And therefore 


having once this ſetled Perſwaſion, that our Rites are unlawful, 


they b:nd themſelves with Might and Main againſt them, kindling 
and cheriſhing their own Opinions in others; yea, they will not 
ſpare their Purſes, but incourage and inflame Men with Golden 


Eloquence, a very potent kind of Perſwaſion: But it is the Sep- 


herds Duty not to wander after the Sheep, but to go before them 
like Stars, inſtructing them in the right Way; ſo their Zeal which 


now is miſguided, ſhall be directed with Knowledge, and both Pa- 


Kor and Flock ſhall be precious in the Eyes of the Lord. To con- 
clude, let us all proceed by one Rule, that we may mind one Thing. 
And the Lord of Heaven bleſs this Land, both Prince and People. 


The Lord bleſs this Church, and the Miniſters thereof. O Lord 


in thy Mercy make up the Rents and Breaches of Sion. O Gracious 


Father Knit our Hearts to _ and one to r that we may 


Love and Fear thy Name, and keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace. Grant this O God of all Grace and Peace, for thy 
Son our Bleſſed Saviour his Sake, to whom with thee and the Holy 
Ghoſt be. rendred all Praiſe, Glory and Majeſty in the Church, 
from Generation to Generation. Amen. 5 
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